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DIVINITY. 


—<__ 
Tue following is a sketch of a sermon preached in London before 
the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society, in May last, by the Rev. 
Ricnarp Warson: It is so beautifully interesting, and withal so appro- 
priate at the present juncture, that we give it entire in the present 
number. To divide it would be to withhold too long from our readers 
the high gratification of its perusal; and would oblige us either to 
defer it wholly till the commencement of our ensuing volume : or else 
to publish parts of it in different volumes. ‘The “‘ BENEVOLENCE” which 
it inculcates is as incumbent, and as requisite, in our own Country as 
in Great Britain. Christianity with all its obligations, and with al! 
its loveliness, is the same in every clime. The sketch is extracted 
from “ The Pulpit.” 


“BENEVOLENCE3—A SERMON, 


BY THE REV. RICHARD WATSON. 


‘*¢ Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days. Give 
@ portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest not what evil shall be 
upon the earth. If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the 
carth; and if the tree fall towards the south, or towards the north, in the place 
where the tree falleth, there it shall be. He that observeth the wind shall not sow ; 
and he.that regardeth the clouds shall not reap. As thou knowest not what is the 
way of the spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child; 
even so thou knowest not the works of Gop who maketh all. In the morning sow 
thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether 
shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good,” 
Ecclesiastes xi, 1-6. 


Tuts portion of the wisdom of the wisest of mere men, is 
devoted tethe inculcation of a lesson which, shame to our nature, 
we are often slow to learn,—the inculcation of BENEVOLENCE. 
The particular kind of well doing is not specified, because the 
application is general; and the principles on which it rests are 
applicable to every species of benevolence. Charity to the bodies 
of men is not forbidden ; that is a part of practical religion. “If 
thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink.” 
‘¢ Whoso hath this world’s goods, and seeth his brother have need, 
and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him 2” But there are, in man, wants more 
pressing than the wants of the body ; miseries more to be deplored 
than any that can befall the body. For the miseries of time, time 
has a remedy ; all will be ended at death. Lazarus carries not 
his sores into another world. But the wants of the soul refer to 
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eternity ; and if they be not remedied in time, they are remedied 
not for ever. Hence the text looks to all attempts which are made 
to benefit the immortal partof man. We may learn this from the 
allusions which are employed; ‘Cast thy bread,” the seed of 
bread, probably rice, ‘‘ on the waters,” the earth moistened by the 
overflow of rivers ; “and thou shalt find it after many days :”’ this 
scarcely applies to bodily relief; you feed the hungry, and he is 
satisfied. But in our charities towards the soul, we have need oi 
patience ; and it is evident that spiritual benefit is chiefly here 
intended. I wish to direct your attention to some of the important 
objects which it places before us. . 

I. A large and liberal benevolence is enjoined upon us. 

“‘ Cast thy bread upon the waters.” And, in another place, we 
are told of the blessedness of those who “ sow beside all waters.” 
Selfishness is at once the degradation, and part of the misery, 
of our nature; it shuts up some of the finest feelings. That 
which has separated man from God, has also separated man from 
man. ll our moralists:have deplored this, and have endeavoured 
to remedy it. But the system of religion is peculiar to itself; it 
accords with no other system in the remedy it employs. Moral- 
ists have attempted to destroy self by employing self; by making 
one passion destroy another. Our religion does not act thus: it 
does not employ Satan to cast out Satan. - It does not proclaim 
the doctrine of merit ; it does not make men benevolent by making 
them proud; but by planting in them humility and gratitude. 
These it makes the basis of benevolence. 

Men, in general, forget that they are pensioners on the divine 
hounty ; but our religion proclaims to all in heaven and earth, 
‘* What hast thou that thou hast not received ?” and tells us, that 
as we have freely received, we ought freely to give. Man sur- 
rounds himself by petty enclosures :—there is the enclosure of 
sect; the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans: there is the 
enclosure of nations ; a chain of mountains, or the intervention 
of the sea, shall separate from our regard all nations buéur own : 
there is also the distinction of colour and of form. But the gospel 
of Curist sweeps down all these distinctions: it makes us see 
and feel that every man, every poor wretch, is our relation; a 
member of the same family ; a subject of the same agony, and of 
the same sin. 

The doctrine of stewardship is peculiar to our religion. There 
is a fine principle which the gospel has brought to light ; it teaches 
us that though God is the fountain of all good, he has made crea- 
tures the instruments of good toman. ll creatures look to God ; 
all eyes wait on him. What appeals from widows—from distressed 
orphans! And what cries, perhaps, from many a poor heathen, 
‘‘ feeling after God, if haply he may find him,” and saying, “* Where 
is God, my Maker?” How many applications and addresses to 
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God, from all parts of his wide creation ! And is God forgetful ? 
is he unmindful of them? He is not; but his mode of relieving is 
not himself to bestow the good required: he has called his servants ; 
he has bestowed on them his goods, and has made them his 
stewards. Here is another ground of gratitude which we ought 
to feel: and we ought to know how to employ our Master’s goods 
aright ; for, ‘after along time,” our Lord will come and call upon 
us to render a strict account. 

But it lays the foundation of this ingratitude. The first collection 
that was ever made for the poor, was made in a Gospel church ; 
it was made throughout Antioch, for the benefit of those who dwelt 
in Judea ; and when Paul considers this act of gathering in one 
nation, for the relief of persons dwelling in another, he cries out 
in the fulness of his heart, * Thanks be unto God for his unspeak- 
able gift! But the great motive which produced this new act in 
the world was this,—*‘* Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” No other religion has such a motive to offer; and no 
other heart can feel it, which has not come under the operation 
of Christianity. This moved that great missionary, the apostle of 
the Gentiles ; ‘the love of Christ constrained” him. And when 
we perceive his love in the ruin from which it has saved us ; when 
we reflect on all it has purchased ; and when we connect it with 
our souls, and God, and eternity ;—then we come under the in- 
fluence of all the motives we can wish to feel, in order to produce 
true benevolence, and to constrain us to act for our fellow crea- 
tures, till all the wants of all the men on earth are met. And this 
same principle shall keep men in a happy, unbroken society, in 
the kingdom of God, for ever. 

It is thus that Christianity calls up benevolence in man. And 
if there be in any humility in the first place, and gratitude in the 
second ; if, having received mercy, you are also desirous to show 
mercy ;—then “cast your bread upon the waters.” 

And mark the rule of progression,—‘“ Give a portion to seven, 
and also to eight.”” The rule, you perceive, is not narrow. We 
are not to say, “Give a portion to seven;” and then, on mature 
deliberation, following the bent of nature, to add, “but rather to 
six.” No ;—* Give a portion to seven, and also to eight.” Let 
the work go on; let me do all I can to spread the knowledge of 
the love of Christ through all the nations of the earth. This is the 
principle, which, if acted upon, would soon change the whole world. 

II. Some interesting motives to the exercise of benevolence are 
here set before us. 

1. Here is a motive addressed to our hope. We naturally de- 
sire success in any enterprise on which we have fixed our hearts. 
And we are to be commended for this. ‘The more interest we 
feel in the souls of men, the stronger are our views of their spirit- 
ual danger—the more eager must be our endeavours for their 
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salvation. But yet, we have no reason for despair, even when 
our success does not appear. Though our bread is not seen, 
hope still clings to the declaration, ‘it shall be found after many 
days.” How often have we seen this illustrated in the course of 
our labours. fs to children, who have been the objects of our 
immediate care ; in some cases we see the seed spring up, in 
others there is no appearance whatever of vegetation. But it is 
of great importance to remember that the seed and the labour are 
not lost. And, O the blessedness of God in his providence ! and, 

O the blessedness of affliction and sorrow, which have turned the 
attention to early instructions and feelings, which become at last 
the means of bringing the individuals into the way of peace and 
salvation ! 

How often do we see this illustrated in general life! A man has 
been anxious that his conversation might be ‘ good to the use of 
edifying, ministering grace unto the hearers.” He has been 
anxious to avoid and correct all that is erroneous in society, and 
no good seems to result from all his endeavours: yet often do we 
see, even upon earth, how the image of a pure and bright example 
has been registered in the remembrance ; ; it has been as the seed 
under the clod—not dead, but latent. We see this occasionally 
now; and how many instances eternity may record, we cannot 
tell. Go, then, and cast abroad your seeds—your good words, 
your holy example. Be always diligent: trim thy light: ‘cast 
thy bread upon the waters,” and, in many instances, ‘thou shalt 
find it after many days. 

But how many interesting comments do Christian missions cast 
on this promise! Bread cast on the waters—cast with trembling 
hands—cast under seemingly unpropitious circumstances—is often 
found “after many days.” [I said, that missions afford a proof of 
this ; but where shall we go? to what spot shall we turn? Need 
we go to foreign missions? You see it in yourselves. Ye men of 
holiness and zeal, who first visited our shores, what difficulties did 
you meet with! The Druids, and their awful mystic rites,—their 
stony altars—their victims—their sacrificing knives,—all shot upon 
your eyes, and you felt the difficulties of the enterprise in which 
you had embarked ! Need we refer to other missions? The mis- 
sionary who first trod our shores—what appalling spectacles pre- 
sented themselves to his view! He listened to the din of their 
noisy festivals; he beheld their obscene and lascivious rites ; he 
saw the effect of the whole system of worship on the worshippers 
by whom he was surrounded : but he cast in the seed,—and has 
it not been found after many days? You, brethren—with your 
religious assemblies, your faith in God, your love to our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your hope in heaven,—you, brethren, are proofs 
that seed cast upon the waters may be found after many days. 
Those who are now in realms of glory, wearing them as the 
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crown of their rejoicing after many days—wearing them as the 
trophies of their success for ever,—these are proofs that the en- 
couraging declaration before us is true! QO, then, go on! future 
ages shall call you blessed ; and the glorious results of your labour 
shall be found in that day, when “they shall come from the east, 
and the west, and the north, and the south, and sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of God.” There is, 

2. ff motive addressed to our prudence and foresight. ‘ Thou 
knowest not what evil shall be upon the earth.” The prudent 
anticipation of evil upon the earth is a powerful motive to libera! 
exertion. This may apply, first, to ourselves. Who can tell how 
near evil may be to us—how near may be sickness—how near the 
final call of death? Well, then, ‘cast your bread upon the wa- 
ters.” If your tongues must be so soon employed in groaning and 
in complaints, let them now, at least, be employed for God. Ii 
your feet must soon be laid upon the bed of sickness, let them now 
be employed in visiting the distressed, in carrying out the word of 
God, in collecting subscriptions for the support of his cause. And 
if death be so near,—if you are hastening to “ the house appuint- 
ed for all living,”—what is the moral? ‘ Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might: for there is no work, nor 
devise, in the grave whither thou goest.” Or there may be a 
change as to your circumstances. A time may be at hand, when 
your means of doing and enjoying good may not be so great as at 
present. Ah, see how different are the maxims of worldly policy! 
‘¢] know not how soon I may be deprived of my present means, 
therefore I must act prudently.” Yes, prudently: but take care 
that it is religious, and not carnal, prudence ; lest there be nothing 
left you but unavailing sorrow. This motive, I trust, will operate 
very differently upon you. You know not what evil may come, 
therefore do all you can now; and then, when the shadows fall 
upon you, they will fall more lightly, with the recollection that, 
though you have been unprofitable servants, and have done only 
your duty, yet, while you had the opportunity, you did all you 
were enabled to do by his providence and grace. 

But let us view the subject on a larger scale. The prospect 
of evil has always been a motive for exertion to good men. They 
have endeavoured to meet the coming evil, by laying up a store. 
Let us illustrate this. The apostles, in the midst of their great 
and successful exertions, prophesied a fatal apostasy: they anti- 
cipated this terribly. It might be supposed that this would have 
operated to check their exertions. But they acted on the prin- 
ciple of the text ; they ‘cast their bread upon the waters ;” they 
‘Sgave a portion to seven, and also to eight ;” they spread the 
seed freely, and largely; and, amidst a great apostasy, seed sprang 
up, of which we are now some of the pleasing fruit. What lovers 
of the Scriptures were the primitive Christians! Before the 
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invention of printing, with what zeal, and at what an expense, did 
they multiply copies of the sacred writings! There was “evil” 
coming on the world. A plot would be formed to hide, to extir- 
pate, the Scriptures from the world. But the zeal of the ancient 
Christians had provided against this evil: the copies were too 
numerous to be put out of sight ; and they remaiued in the church, 
to comfort the men of that age, and to exalt the hopes of the future. 
What laborious and faithful men were the reformers ! What pow- 
erful preachers, and what powerful writers! When they could 
not preach, they wrote down the truth of God in books. How 
many books of piety, and of important, awakening truth, have 
sick chambers and solitary prisons produced! Holy and zealous 
men have made use of their pens for the benefit of mankind. 
There was “evil” coming upon the world. It was a lamentable 
truth, that apostasy would take place ; that Christianity would be 
converted into a mere form, and become a dead letter. It is a 
fact, that, at one time, almost all the religion of this country was 
contained in these writings. But the time of visitation came upon 
us, and then those seeds sprang up. It is in this way the interests 
of religion have been preserved on the continent. There, these 
books are acknowledged; which will, we doubt not, be, ere long, 
= ged to, and be the means of raising up a glorious church. 
What laborious men were there in this country in the last century ! 
‘* Many ran to and fro,” and the knowledge of God in the heart 
of man was increased. There was “evil” coming on the world. 
The system of infidelity—a dark and gloomy system—arose : it 
spread itself with rapidity over the continent, and mere nominal! 
Christianity was unable to oppose any suitable barrier. But in 
this country it was otherwise. It was not likely men would believe 
religion to be a “cunningly devised fable,” who had “ the witness 
in themselves,”—-who had its hopes and its consolations, its joys 
and its glories, in themselves. They were not likely to be per- 
suaded that all was a dream, who had their Bibles, and who had 
seen their Christian friends in the hour of death, and heard them 
crying out, in the language which Christianity only inspires—* O 
death! where is thy sting?” The dart was thrown here as well 
as in other places, and it was aimed with as firm a hand; but it 
was met on the shield of Christian faith, and parried by the 
Christian. He had felt the truth of the system; and it was not 
for him to doubt that which his eyes had seen and his heart 
had felt. 

Here we cannot but applaud the exertions of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, in attempting to spread over the face of 
the whole earth the important principles of truth; getting them 
translated into the languages of those countries where infidelity 
reigned, and spreading them. There was “evil” coming upon the 
world,—a universal plot to check the progress of truth, and destroy 
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civil and religious liberty, and injure the immortal souls of men. 
This was the evil coming on the world, which, however, that large 
distribution of the word of God met and provided for. The dark 
plot has been frustrated ; men have been roused to wish for spi- 
ritual and religious liberty; and we are now placed in circum- 
stances, in which we could not have been placed, had it not been 
for these exertions. 

See, then, brethren, the force of this motive, in reference to 
your exertions to send the gospel throughout the world. You 
rejoice at a portion of success: but you know not what “evil” is 
coming on the world; you know not how the infant churches may 
be tried, ‘*as by fire,” in a variety of ways. We know that earth 
is still earth ; that Christianity, in all nations, must be put to pecu- 
liar trials; and therefore we are called upon to “cast our bread 
upon the waters ;” to ‘‘ give a portion to seven, and also to eight ; 
because we know not what evil may be upon the earth.” We 
should lift up the standard in all nations, that by whatever venom 
or evil men may be wounded, they may look up to this, and find 
certain relief. We have, 

3. motive drawn from the fitness of the thing. ‘If the clouds 
be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth.” The sun 
spreads its influence over the ocean, in consequence of which the 
waters evaporate ; thus the clouds become charged with moisture ; 
and they are filled by this wonderful operation of nature, that they 
should empty themselves upon the earth, and contribute to its 
fertility. Now, what are these clouds but enriched men—enriched 
churches—enriched nations ?—men blessed with talents ; churches 
abounding in religious blessings, and charged with the benefits of 
the gospel; and enriched nations, like our own, charged with 
various blessings, and the ability to do extensive good, and spread- 
ing its influence to the east, to the west, to the north, and to the 
south? If these are our circumstances, then there is a moral 
fitness in our benevolence. If God has given blessings to us, it is 
that out of our riches we may give to our fellow men. What would 
the clouds be without this? However beautiful and varied the 
form which the winds might give to them, and however magnificent 
the light which might play upon their edges ; what would they be 
but blots on our day, if they were ever absorbing, and never giving 
any thing back? And what are we with all our knowledge and 
with all our talents, if we do not aim to diffuse them abroad? If 
the clouds be full of rain, let them empty themselves upon the 
earth. Like the clouds in the spring of the year, which require no 
great effort to make them pour forth their waters, but tremble at 
the lightest breeze, and impart their living springs to the earth ; 
so let Christian men be to the thirsty soils of this parched world. 
There is a 
4th Motive, drawn from the consideration of human mortality. 
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‘If the tree fall toward the south, or toward the north, in the 
place where the tree falleth, there shall it be.” We may apply 
this to the mortality of others. O how zealous ought we to be to 
preach the gospel to those around us! The time will soon come 
when this will be of no avail; ‘as the tree falls, so it lies ;” ‘he 
that is holy, will be holy still; and he that is filthy, will be filthy 
still.” Doubtless, we may suppose a very considerable feeling of 
sympathy in the mind of Abraham, when one who was called his 
son addressed him in distress; but what availed all his feelings, 
when “a great gulf” was fixed between him and the individual 
who sought his aid? And how soon may all our sympathy for our 
fellow creatures be in vain! If those who are now within our 
reach, if those who are now in darkness, be not benefited by an 
application of the means God has given us in his providence; “a 
great gulf” will soon be fixed, over which no pity, no exertion, 
can step. How important to do the work of the day in the day; 
to “cast our bread upon the waters ;” to “give a portion to seven, 
and also to eight ;” to sow our seed ‘in the morning and in the 
evening !” 

III. Several objections are implied in the text. 

1. The first seems to be that the opportunity is not favourable 
io such exertions. ‘*He that observeth the wind shall not sow ; 
and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap.” He represents 
a husbandman intending to sow his seed; but going forth, and 
after making a curious scrutiny into the weather, waiting for some 
atmospheric appearances, suited to his notions of propriety ; till 
the seed time had passed away, and all his exertions would be 
vain. Now, what is this to teach us? To be regardless of all 
outward appearances? Certainly not; but that in the works in 
which we engage for the salvation of men, we are to proceed on 
a principle of faith. So every husbandman proceeds. He has a 
certain value in his hands: his seed is good ; and why should he 
part with it if he had not faith ?—faith in the original promise— 
‘While the earth remaineth, seed time and harvest shall not 
eease ;”—faith in the providence of God, who “giveth food to all 
flesh ;’—faith in the goodness of God, who is kind and bounteous 
to all his creatures ;—faith in the general order of nature, which 
God never interrupts but for some special purpose? He goes on 
in faith. And this is the principle required in us: 1 know of nothing 
we can engage in aright, without this; but nothing needs it so 
much, I am sure, as the work of missions. If a person goes on to 
say—nay, we will go with him, and say—The clouds may often 
be dark ; there may frequently be circumstances of great discou- 
ragement :—we say, It is not more so in your apprehension, than 
we ourselves are willing to acknowledge. But turn where we will 
we see these indications. If we turn to the Jews, the vail is still on 
their hearts, as impervious as when, in days of old, it prevented 
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them from beholding the glory of Him who was “full of grace 
and truth ;” and from perceiving ‘ form and comeliness” in Him 
who was “altogether lovely.” If we turn to the Mohammedans, 
we shall find that no impression has, as yet, been made on the 
public mind of that people ; and that no alteration has taken place 
in their circumstances, encouraging to Christian exertion. If we 
go among savages, if they have more simplicity, they have also 
more ferocity. Who is to fly with the wild Arab to the desert, to 
teach him Christianity? Who is to bury himself with the Esqui- 
maux, beneath the snows of winter, to benefit his mind? Who 
shall bring the aborigines of New South Wales to any thing like 
decency and Christianity? And if we turn to more civilized 
lands, their knowledge of sciences and arts only seems to lead 
them more fatally astray. Their systems are full of darkness ; 
and their governments, excited to jealousy, are determined to put 
down al! attempts to produce a change. And if we look at the 
subject of climate, how appalling! How many missionaries die ! 
Some die before they have reached maturity, and others return 
home useless. Heat forbids our approach to one climate, and ice 
to another, and pestilence to a third; and death stands ready to 
shake his envenomed dart at those who go forth. And if we have 
found some regions better, and some men more docile, our hopes 
have soon been disappointed. There have been modifications ; 
but every where we have found “the carnal mind enmity against 
God,”—every where “ men love darkness rather than light.” All 
this we grant you: we will go and stand with you, and mark 
these portentous clouds. What then? Are we to withhold the 
seed, ur to sow it? We are to sow it,—to sow it in fuith ;—faith 
in the commission of Christ, “Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature ;”—faith in the promise of the Sa- 
viour, ‘Lo, Iam with you always, even to the end of the world ;” 
—faith in the irreversible covenant, ‘ Ask of me, and I shall give 
thee the heathen for thine inheritance ;” and all these dark fero- 
cious savages, all these unwholesome, inhospitable climes, yea, 
‘cand the uttermost parts of the earth, for thy possession.” A 

2d Objection seems to be that even if we apply ourselves to works 
of this kind, very frequently the manner in which God carries on his 
work, is very different from the conceptions which we had formed. 
‘¢ As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the 
bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child: even so 
thou knowest not the works of God who maketh all.” As we 
granted the former objection, so we grant this. You speak of 
difficulty, and we grant it: you speak of mystery, and we grant it. 
As we are involved in great perplexity in our examinations of the 
works of nature ; so there are mysteries in the workings of grace, 
which prove both to be His operation, ‘“ who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will.” 
46* 
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This may be illustrated in the case of individuals. We generally 
form some idea of the manner in which their salvation will be 
brought about, and how frequently are we disappointed! We 
expect docility, and we meet resistance—we expect respect, and 
we meet contempt; and hence we conclude that no good is done. 
But how little do we know of the ways of God—of the ways of his 
grace! The very enmity which the man shows, is only an out- 
ward proof that we have kindled up war in his soul ; and the man 
under our eye, and the man under the eye of God, are two very 
different persons. Sometimes we suppose that a man in agony 
will cry out, “What must I do to be saved ?”—while God is soft- 
ening his heart by a gentle process. Again, we make use of gentle 
means, and God, by his Spirit, awakens him, and causes him to 
rush, by a mighty effort, into salvation. In some, there seem to 
be many hopeful signs; so that we suppose them to be “not far 
from the kingdom of God,” when we behold “ harlots and publi- 
cans” entering before those whom we had thought were on the 
very threshold. We meet with desperate characters, to whom we 
are almost afraid to preach the gospel; we are afraid to tell the 
malefactor that he may be saved ; afraid to go to men at the ele- 
venth hour, and tell them that there is a full and free salvation for 
them: and yet we mark how God does in a moment reveal him~ 
self to such, before a whole nation of Pharisees expressing their 
opinion by their sneers ; and how he comes to men, even at the 
eleventh hour, plucking them, as brands, from a burning de- 
struction. 

And we have sketches of plans in our own minds, as to nations 
also. A nation is to be roused—to be brought under moral and 
religious influence. We think much is to be done by laws—by 
the application of splendid example—by means of men in the 
higher ranks of society; and we have no hope of good till this 
can be.done. But while men are speculating on these plans, God 
is forming a people for himself from among the lower classes, as 
he did in this land,—proceeding from the less to the greater ; 
awakening attention; producing inquiry; effecting salvation ; 
causing it, by these means, to reach to a greater extent, and to 
spread through all gradations of society, till it influences men of 
rank, and finally reaches the cabinet. ‘Then, on the other hand,. 
we are ready to exclude all greatness, and all law, and to say, 
“‘ God works not by an arm of flesh ; he uses not human means.” 
At the same time God works ; and he uses all these distinctions, 
and rank, and influence, and genius, and makes it all subservient 
to the promotion of his great cause. God acts not by any man’s 
plans, and leaves it to us to say, ‘“‘ Thou knowest not the works 
of God.” 

Apply this to missions. How often are our previous concep- 
tions perfectly sported with, in the way in which he carries on the 
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work. We see, in this country, how religion is connected with 
arts and sciences; and we think that it must be so abroad ;- while, 
in truth, our missionaries see Christianity, not following in the 
train of these things, but bringing them in her rear. We look to 
countries in which we have authority and government, and we 
dwell on the advantages of having Jaws for our protection. We 
say, that for missionaries to go into distant lands, where men 
are wild and lawless, is only to expose themselves needlessly to 
danger. When, lo! how often do barbarians show our messen- 
gers ‘no small kindness?” while God is ‘a shield to them, and 
the lifter up of their heads.” Then we go to other schemes: we 
say, ‘*We are too full of our own plans; we are placing too much 
dependance on governments and establishments ;” when, mark 
how, under the shelter of these regulations, and the sanction of 
these governments, we are enabled in safety to sow the seed, and 
we are blessed with success, which, but for this shelter, we could 
not have had. Again; we see the superstitions of heathen lands 
blended with false science—with false theology—with false astro- 
nomy—with false chronology ; and we cannot see what can be 
done without expert logicians—acute theologians—profound scho- 
lars—excellent linguists: these must be the men. But mark; 
while we are waiting for such men, God is raising up linguists on 
the spot; and while we are considering and scheming, the word 
of God gets translated into the language of the land: and words 
spoken from the hearts of men who know but little of worldly 
science, are spoken to the heart ; and Christian churches, under 
the influence of these heart-spoken words, come to call the Sa- 
viour blessed! Then if we conclude, on the other hand, that 
human science and talents are not blessed of God; we find in the 
eastern world, that the light of our science is streaming forth 
throughout that nation, and gradually destroying, in the minds of 
men, those superstitions which are founded on erroneous views of 
the constitution of men. Still farther; there are many false sys- 
tems which are upheld by power. Popery frowns; the Tartar 
publishes his edicts of death ; and other arbitrary enactments 
induce us to lay aside the use of means, while we look out for 
great political changes to be effected. We anticipate that the 
kingdom of Christ is to be set up amidst subverted thrones ; and 
our eyes glow, and our hearts seem almost to dance, at the sight 
of the glittering spear and the sound of the trumpet of war. And 
yet we have had experience enough of this in our own land. The 
sword was abroad around us for years, and we know of no spi- 
ritual fruit that was produced. O the folly of this politico-theolo- 
sy! We find that, during the few years of peace we have en- 
joyed, good men have been raised up or various parts of the con- 
tinent ; the Bible has been diffused ; and abundant means have 
been employed and blessed since the termination of the desolation. 
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But then, again, if we were to say, ‘ All these are judgments, and 
no designs of mercy are connected with them,” we should err 
again. He, it is true, who hopes that war will make men better, 
will be disappointed. But the wheel of Providence is full of eyes ; 
and these things may be overruled to prepare the way for a more 
liberal distribution of the word of God. Just as in the clefts of a 
rock, or in a piece of architecture broken by age, a seed shall be 
dropped ; and as the moisture trickles down to it, it swells, and 
vegetates, and breaks down the surrounding masonry, and thus 
converts the crumbling materials into matter for its own vege- 
tation. A 

3d Objection is, that there will be a partial failure. ‘ Thou 


knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that.” Part of 


the seed will perish. We admit this; we hide it not; it is a fact 
that part of the seed will perish, and that the condemnation of men 
is increased by the hearing of the gospel. Some have objected to 
this; we do increase the condemnation of men, by preaching the 
gospel to them. But this same objection would have kept Christ 
in heaven. ‘If I had not come and spoken to them, they had 
not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin.” It would 
exclude all light from men. ‘This is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil.” ‘We are a savour of death unto 
death, as well as a savour of life unto life.” But what is your 
duty? Why, as to yourselves, it is to ‘* give the more earnest heed 
to the things that you have heard, lest at any time you should let 
them slip ;” and, as to others, to do all you can to give effect to 
the administrations of the gospel, by renewed exertions, and by 
more fervent prayers. I wonder which of our missionary societies 
could bear the test of the parable of the sower. If we follow that 
representation strictly, we may suppose that three parts of the seed 
which is sown perishes. But though this were true, still the sower, 
according to the command of the Lord, is to go forth and sow. 
But then, brethren, let us look at the consolatory reflection that 
follows :—‘*We know not the works of God ;” we know not 
‘which shall prosper ;” but we know not, also, * whether they 
both shall be alike good.” We know not but all to whom we 
preach may be saved—but all to whom we administer advice may 
be benefited. And we all believe that a time is coming when the 
preaching of Christ, and all the seed sown, shall alike be blessed 
and fruitful, and “‘the word of the Lord have free course and be 
glorified.” Until the arrival of that period—* until the Spirit be 
poured from on high,” ‘blessed are they that sow beside all 
waters.” 

IV. We have some reasons for diligence and constancy. 

‘‘In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold 
not thine hand: for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, 
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other this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good.” 
e 

Ist Reason is taken from the quality of the seed. The seed you 
sow is good. The seed here referred to is that of bread, in which 
man’s vitality, nourishment, and strength, all seem to be bound up. 
So in the word of God is all that can bless and dignify man here, 
and prepare him for everlasting glory. For in him who receives 
this seed there springs up that knowledge which reveals to him his 
nature, his condition, his destiny, and his duty ; that humble peni- 
tence which leads the soul to bow before its God; that faith which 
lays hold on Christ as a sufficient Saviour ; that love which leads 
to all goodness and holiness; that affection to all the members of 
the same family, which prompts him to seek their welfare ; that 
power which, having girded on the spiritual armour, makes him 
more than conqueror over sin and death. 

From this spring also, all those principles which, operating on 
society at large, maintain a warfare with all that is evil, and will 
continue to do so till all evil is destrvyed ; that sense of justice 
which shall break every bond of oppression, and release every 
slave; which shall take away all cause of war, and bind the hearts 
of men together by one tie of affection ; those principles of mercy 
which leave no want unrelieved, but render every man a friend 
and a brother; those principles of order which respect masters, 
magistrates, and all in authority, and which effectually secure to 
them all that is their due; those principles which connect all in 
one great family, and give vitality and strength to all that is bene- 
volent and kind; those principles, in fine, which, by planting 
divine love in man, produce effects the most great, benign, and 
glorious, to the whole human race. This forms a powerful motive, 
therefore, to diligence and constancy in sowing the good seed. 
O, what results are these! An angel might envy the task of bring- 
ing about such results as these ; but God has reserved the honour 
for favoured man. 

2. Consider the small portion of the world which, after all, has 
been sown with this blessed seed. 1 undervalue not what has been 
done: God forbid I should! If we look at home, we have reason 
to rejoice in the vast good that has been done: if we look abroad, 
though we only see a verdant patch here and there in the wilder- 
ness, how ought we to rejoice! And yet, who cannot but lament 
that the seed has been sown in so few places. O, when shall 
Europe be cleared of the noxious weeds which have hitherto 
choked so much of the good seed which has been sown! When 
we look at Asia, and see the smoke of the bottomless pit darken- 
ing the minds of so many myriads,—when we see the abominations 
of Hindoostan, so refined, so cruel, and so full of lust,—we may 
well wish for the time, when all this shall be displaced by the doc- 
trine of one Lord and one Mediator! When we see that some 














454 Rev. Ricuarp Watson’s Sermon on Eccl. xi, 1-6. 


nations of the world have bowed their necks to the yoke of Christ, 
we cannot but wish that all may feel the same harmonizing influ- 
ence, and take upon them the yoke of Him who is “ meek and 
lowly of heart.” And though this delightful period may seem at 
a great distance, yet let us not doubt. There is no mention of any 
doubt in the text: it speaks of success, and of success alone. We 
are sowing the good seed ; and it is given to us plentifully, abun- 
dantly ; we have sufficient to sow the whole world. And though 
we have, comparatively, few labourers, we have every encourage- 
ment to “pray the Lord of the harvest that he would send more 
labourers into the harvest.” All the wheat which is in this coun- 
try sprang from a few seeds, which were brought here by the 
hands of a thoughtful individual ; and now, year after year, we 
are blessed with abundant harvests. 

3. Remember that you all, without exception, have it in your 
power still more largely to promote this good work. This I am 
fully prepared to prove. How has it been promoted? By 
prayer :—and may we not pray more fervently than we have ever 
yet done? And does not God regard ‘the prayer of his elect, 
which cry day and night unto him?” How has the work been 
promoted? By conversation :—one has thus kindled the fire 
in the breast of another. Let us do so yet more. It is said, 
‘¢ All thy works shall praise thee, OQ Lord, and thy saints shall 
bless thee. They shall spcak of the glory of thy kingdom, and 
talk of thy power ; to make known to the sons of men his mighty 
acts, and the glorious majesty of his kingdom.” Let us do 
this, and so fan the zeal and charity which now glow in our 
hearts, that we may be excited to new ardour, and that the cause 
may never die. I conceive that this cause has been promoted 
very greatly by our anniversary meetings. And let us aim that a 


more pious feeling may mark this anniversary—that we may be 


more dead to self, and to all that might at all mar or impede our 
efforts. Let us guard against dissipation; let us seek to make 
these serious, sacred services ; let us be much in prayer. Let us 
maintain a spirit of intercession with God—a feeling of lively gra- 
titude for our innumerable privileges—a love to all who bear the 
Saviour’s name—and an ardent zeal for all that is connected with 
the Redeemer’s honour. And as to LIBERALITY, we all know 
how much has been done by this. It is not for me to say how 
much this may be enlarged. O the blessedness of that individual 
on whom Christ looked, and of whom he said, ‘She hath done 
what she could.” Let each individual ask,—* Lord, is it 1?” 
*‘ Cast thy bread upon the waters; for thou shalt find it after many 
days. In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold 
not thine hand; for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either 
this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good.” 
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Er: 


MEMOIR OF THE REV. SAMUEL DAVIS. 
(Concluded from page 413.) 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Charles Avery, dated Pittskurg, 
February 10, 1823. 

‘Dear BrorHer,—! was absent when your favour of the 24th 
ult. arrived, and did not reach home in time to write, so that the 
letter might reach you before your departure for Shippensburg ; 
but presume this letter will reach you there in time. 

“Brother Davis was stationed in this city for two years in succes- 
sion, during which time we had the most remarkable work of God 
ever known in this place. Brother Davis was the chief instru- 
ment in this glorious work, and frequently laboured with mourners 
the greatest part of the night, and until his strength utterly failed 
him. I think during that time about four hundred were added to 
the church. His conduct throughout was strongly marked with 
meekness, humility, zeal, heavenly mindedness, and deadness to 
the world ;—in fact, he was universally esteemed a pious, holy 
young man. He was by far the most popular preacher we ever 
had; but his popularity did not make him in the least degree (as 
far as | could perceive) vain or self-important. He was a wrest- 
img Jacob; frequently while labouring with mourners, when 
others were discouraged, and would retire to their home, he would 
continue with them, singing and praying, until God set their souls 
at liberty. He had a fine memory, which he was rapidly storing 
with the best ideas. Few young men read more than he did for 
the time, or to more profit.” 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. James M‘Can, dated Baltimore, 
Feb. lo, 1823. 


‘ Dear Brotuer,—lI think it was in 1813 that I was appointed 
to Carlisle circuit. On my arrival there 1 soon became acquainted 
with brother Davis, and very soon after became convinced that he 
was designed to preach the gospel. After some conversations with 
him on this subject, I proceeded, according to discipline, to give 
him license to exhort ; and at the close of that year he obtained a 
recommendation to the annual conference. In the course of that 
year I heard him preach a few times. His sermons could not be 
called great—only as they were associated with his youth and 
standing in the ministry. But even at that early period there were 
indications of intellect that portended important events. 

*‘ In the second year of his ministry he was appointed to Botte- 
tourt, in Virginia. There his worth was known and appreciated. 
Some of the fruits of his labour still live in that country; others in 
the western world. But brother Davis will long live in their memory 
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and affeetion. From the time he left Bottetourt, until our appoint- 
ment in Baltimore, I knew little of him, only as we kept up a 
correspondence, and occasionally met at conference. 

‘* He had not long been in Baltimore before he received an 
impression that he was not so cordially received here as he had 
been in other places. This unfortunate circumstance had rather 
an unfriendly influence on his performances in this station. Yet 
even in these circumstances they were of such a character, both 
as it relates to matter and manner, as entitled him to a high 
share of confidence and affection. 

“‘ Brother Davis had received a tolerably good English educa- 
tion before he commenced travelling as a preacher, and had read 
considerably, so as to be well acquainted with our doctrines before 
he preached. 

“‘ His habits of industry and application soon gave him a general 
acquaintance with theology, history, logic, rhetoric, &c. He had 
also turned his attention to the Greek and Hebrew, and had made 
some considerable progress in both these languages. 

‘¢ He wrote a few sermons, which are probably in his father’s 
possession. He had also determined on writing his own views on 
all the various subjects of theology, and in this he had proceeded 


some considerable distance before his death. From these writings 


might be collected a good idea of his intellectual worth. 

“‘ Stability was a distinguishing trait of character in him. His 
memory was very retentive ; his understanding well cultivated. 

‘The course pursued by him in his studies was different from 
that pursued too frequently by young men. He always had one 
object in view, which he prosecuted with ardour and deliberation. 
Other books were matters of recreation. 

*‘Qne circumstance has afforded me much pleasure from the 
time of his death until the present. At the camp meeting in 
Prince George (where I presume the instruments of death in- 
trenched themselves in his mortality) he entered into a free and 
full detail of the state of his mind, his purposes, and his intended 
~ operations, Integrity and goodness marked every purpose, and 
every intended operation. 

‘¢ My memory at this time serves me with no other information 
which I deem worthy of communicating.” 


Extract of a letter from G. W. Dashiell, Esq., dated Washington, 
January 29, 1823. 

‘¢ Dear BrotHeR,—Yours of the 24th inst. came to hand yes- 
terday. The Rev. B. Waugh was very intimately acquainted 
with our late beloved brother Davis, and is therefore well qualified 
to give the information requested. In testimony of the high 
respect and esteem in which he was held among us, we have 
determined to have a monument erected over his grave—to cost 








“4 

ah 

| 
Bd 
é 























Memoir of the Rev. Samuet Davis. 45? 


from 90 to 100 dollars. It would have been up before the winter 
set in, but the first stone was too small to admit the inscription ; 
it therefore will not be erected before spring.” 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. B. Waugh, dated Georgetown, D. C., 
March 4, 1823. 


“¢ My EsTEEMED Brotuer,—l beg you to forgive me, for not 
replying sooner to your favour of the 19th ultimo. The request 
you have made in regard to a ‘ faithful character of brother Davis, 
drawn from the life,’ should most cordially be complied with, if I 
could believe of my pen, what you have been so kindly disposed 
to attribute to it. My acquaintance with brother Davis was very 
limited until he came to the Foundry, [Washington City.] From 
that period until his death we were intimate; yet as we were both 
not a little taciturn constitutionally, [ am now perhaps very little 
better prepared to portray his character than I was previously to our 
intimacy. His person, you know, though well proportioned, and 
in appearance neat and gentcel, was not so prepossessing as that 
of some others, greatly his inferiors. I should say of his habits, 
that they were decidedly studious. He was never more in his 
proper element, than when in his room, diligently employed in 
reading, meditating, and writing, doubtless with much prayer to 
God, that his studies might be directed to the glory of his Maker, 
and the good of his fellow beings. He was (as most studious men 
are) reserved in his conversation and manners, Here perhaps he 
appeared most disadvantageously. Some, it is most likely, thought 
that he was not social ;—others might even have thought that he 
was proud and haughty; but a more humble and friendly soul 
than his no man of my acquaintance ever possessed. 

‘¢ He had a dignified feeling about his heart, which influenced his 
conduct. He seemed never to forget that he was a minister of 
Jesus Christ. Levity formed no trait in his character. He fully 
acquiesced in the sentiment of St. Paul, that ‘foolish talking,’ and 
‘jesting,” are ‘not convenient.’ 

‘¢ His manners in the domestic circle were mild and unas- 
suming ; he never gave pain or uneasiness to any family of which 
he was aninmate. Eis pastoral visits were perhaps more frequent 
than those of most ministers equally studious. He soon became 
acquainted with his flock personally and by name. He seldom 
appeared in the pulpit without having first well digested and pro- 
perly arranged his discourses. To my ear his voice was not melo- 
dious, nor was his action very pleasing to the eye. I have always 
thought that it was very perceivable that he had acquired in his 
first two or three years, the tone of voice and the manner of deli- 
very of a brother, who was his and whose manner ought to 
have remained uncopied. I have no hesitation in saying, that if 
brother Davis had possessed the voice of some speakers, and had 

Vou. xt. December, 1828. A7 | 
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formed his manner after a better model, he would have ranked 
among the greatest young men of his age, in all our connexion. 
He was, ordinarily, a clear and forcible preacher ; and frequently 
he was pathetic. He had a mind penetrating, and patient of 
investigation. What he undertook he generally accomplished. 
He was well read, and for so young a man, extensively so. There 
were indeed but few subjects on which he had not read and 
reflected. His mind had considerable aptitude and relish for 
mathematical studies. In regard to his attainments in the original 
languages, I know nothing, and [am sorry that I cannot obtain 
information on this point according to your request. I presume, 
however, that your conjecture is right. I perceive that I have 
been almost imperceptibly led to attempt a brief outline of this 
worthy and much lamented man of God—contrary I assure you 
to my intention when I commenced writing. However, as far as 
I have gone you shall have it ;—and if it shall prove in any mea- 
sure serviceable to you, it will be to me a source of gratification.” 


From the same, dated Georgetown, D.C., January 29, 1823. 

«Dear Brotuer,—Brother Dashiell insists on my giving the 
information which you have desired of him, in regard to our late 
brother Davis, while he was in the Foundry station, [Washington 
_ City.] This I should not hesitate a moment to do, if I could 
believe that any thing which I can communicate respecting him, 
would be interesting either to his friends or to the public. What 
I know, however, J will mention, with a hope that you will be 
able to make an interesting and profitable use of it. Our deceased 
brother was certainly no ordinary minister of the gospel. His 
piety and his zeal were pure, ardent, and uniform. His talents 
were equal to those of any other man in the Baltimore Conference. 
My acquaintance with brother Davis before the last conference 
was very limited and imperfect. I, however, always saw in him 
an assemblage of excellencies, which gained for him my respect 
and esteem. But when from our proximity to each other, in the 
sphere of our labours, we became more intimate, and of course 
better acquainted, it was then that I saw and felt the worth of the 
man, the brother, and the minister of Jesus Christ. I was then 
astonished that his value had not been more fully ascertained. He 
bid fair to make one of our greaiest and best preachers. He was 
judicious and persevering in his studies. He had quite a taste for 


science, of which he had already acquired more than many who 


denounce our ministry. With all his thirst for knowledge, how- 
ever, he had a greater thirst for holiness, aud the salvation of souls. 
He was truly alive to God, and full of zeal. He laboured with 
more than usual applause at the Foundry, and the prospect of 
success had already begun to be realized. He had admitted into 
fhe church pod ivi before his illness, and I think myself 
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justified in believing, that he would have been instrumental in 
making a very considerable addition to that congregation, both of 
members and hearers. He was at two camp meetings imme- 
diately preceding his sickness and death. His labours at those 
meetings will not soon be forgotten. I witnessed his zeal and 
indefatigableness at the first. They were more than common. 
Shortly after his return from the second camp meeting, he was 
attacked with the fatal disease which terminated his life of useful- 
ness. At first, neither himself nor his friends apprehended any 
serious result. The disease seemed to yield to medical treatment, 
and we were all anticipating his speedy restoration to health. 
Suddenly, however, it took a change, and terminating to the brain, 
our dear brother Davis was not much longer permitted to remain 
with ws; and during the few days of pain which he lingered out, 
he was not in a situation to converse with his friends. I saw him 
in every stage of his sickness, and even had frequent conversa- 
tions. Not expecting, however, a serious issue, we had no con- 
versation specially about his death, although we had about religion, 
and I think he once made some reference to his dissolution. A 


knowledge of the ‘man is all that is necessary to convince any 


Christian that he has gone to his eternal rest and reward. 

‘‘ His funeral was one of the largest and most respectable that 
ever was attended in the city. The clergymen of the different 
Protestant congregations (except the Baptist) attended, and went 
to the grave, although distant two miles, or more. He was buried 
in Georgetown. Ihave not time to say more. A volume could 
be written of this excellent young man. I will add, that one 
ought, in my judgment, to be written.” 


The following is the inscription intended for “‘ the Monument,” mentioned 
in the letter of Mr. G. W. Dashiell. 


THIS MONUMENT 
Records the memory of the 
Rev. SamMuet Davis, 
Minister of the Gospel 
in the 
Mertnuopist Episcopat Cuurcu ; 
Who was born on the 7th day of October, 1793, 
in the county of 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania ; 
And died September 13, 1822, in the 29th year of his age, 
at the 
Founpry Cuurcn, 
Washington, D.C. 
He had been graduated to the office of an 
ELvER, 
And was in the 9th year of his ministry. 
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In him there was an assemblage of 
TALENTS, GIFTS, AND PIETY, 
Which eminently qualified him to serve with usefulnes= 
in the Cyurcn or Curis. 
He had attained a dignity in his calling, 
Which few of his years had reached ; 
And which was not surpassed by any of them. 
Hundreds rejoiced in the privilege 
of being under his PASTORAL CARE: 
And thousands lament his death. 
But he “rests from his labours.” 
He was “ faithful unto death,”’ 
And has gone to receive 
THE ‘* CROWN OF LIFE.” 


‘* Now he has dropp’d his cumbrous clay, 
And joyful soars the shining way ; 
While kindred spirits spread their wings, 
And bear him to the King of kings.” 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


> 
THE NATIONAL PREACHER.—DR. BEECHER’S SERMON, 


Tue National Preacher, and Dr. 
Beecher, as shown in our last num- 
ber, rank Arminius among those 
** Resources of the Adversary,” 
whose “destruction” they seek ;— 
and with Arians,—Papists.— Mo- 
hammedans,—and Idolaters. ‘To 
stigmatize his memory still farther, 
they represent him, in common 
with other prime agents of the great 
* Adversary,” [the devil,] as a 
persecutor, who enlisted “the civil 
arm for the propagation of his sen- 
timents.” 

The object of this article is, 
once more, to vindicate the repu- 
tation of that great man from such 
incessant and baseless aspersion. 

The subject resolves itself into 
two questions. 

1. Have Dr. Beecher and the 
National Preacher done justice to 
Arminius, in classing him with the 
adversaries of the gospel as to his 
doctrines. 

2. Did he enlist the civil arm 
for the propagation of his senti- 


ments? That he not only ‘at- 
tempted” to enlist ‘ literature” for 
their propagation, but “ succeed- 
ed,” is not questioned; nor can 


we suppose that the advocates of 


an *‘ educated ministry” will make 
this an objection. 

It is not our purpose to enter 
minutely into the doctrines of Ar- 
minius. This has been too often 
done to need repetition. There 
are many ignorant people who 
have been taught to consider Ar- 
minius as the enemy of all right- 
eousness, and the very type of an- 
tichrist, if not antichrist himself: 
—and his doctrines as identical 
with Arianism, Socinianism, Pela- 
gianism ;—in short, as the sum and 
substance of almost every mis- 
chievous heresy with which true 
Christianity has ever been infest- 


ed; all which, doubtless, many of 


them verily believe. We are as- 
sured, however, that both Dr. 
Beecher and the editor of the Na- 
tional Preacher know better. Fox 
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what purpose, then, they continue 
to represent Arminius in such a 
light, it is for themselves to ex- 
plain. ‘ Thou shalt not bear false 
Witness,” we apprehend is at least 
us obligatory on us in relation to 
the dead as to the living. 

If we desire to learn truly what 
were the doctrines of Arminius, 
we ought to have recourse to the 
writings of that divine himself. Is 
it more than justice to ask this? 
Is it not treating Arminius unjust- 
ly to act otherwise? And if, by 
pursuing a different course, we 
load him with the opprobrium of 
doctrines which he never taught, 
~—nay, which he abhorred, is it 
not bearing false witness against 
the dead! Whether this be the 
result of ignorance or of malice, 
as to the effect oa his reputation, 
and on those to whom his name is 
imputed, the matter is not mended. 
Now we challenge the whole host 
of Arminius’s calumniators to pro- 
duce, from his own works, one sin- 
gle passage to justify the classifi- 
cation in which Dr. Beecher and 
the National Preacher have placed 
him. 

Let it be remembered that the 
question here, and to which we 
hold Dr. B., is,—not what have 
the enemies of Arminius attributed 
to him,—nor what may have been 
taught by some to whom his name 
has been imputed ;—but what did 
Arminius himself teach? The Me- 
thodists, both in Europe and Ame- 
rica, maintain, substantially, the 
same doctrines that Arminius did; 
except that in one point, perhaps, 
they have gone farther, as we shall 
presently show. If, therefore, Dr. 
B. and the National Preacher have 
assigned to Arminius his just rank, 
among Arians, Papists, Moham- 
medans, and Idolaters, as the chief 
resources of the devil, in opposi- 
tion to the gospel, our judgment is 
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fixed. Yet a Methodist minister 
is published in the list of expected 
contributors to a work which thus 
classes us,—and the Methodists 
are complained of for not uniting 
in “national” combinations with 
those who hold us up to public 
view as enemies of the gospel; 
and with the very men who circu- 
late and applaud Dr. Beecher’s 
sentiment! [s all this consistent? 
Does it proceed from ignorance ? 
—or from what other principle? It 
is useless to attempt to evade the 
consequence. If Arminius was a 
heretic, —we are heretics. If Ar- 
minius was an enemy of the gos- 
pel,—we are enemies of the gospel. 
If Arminius was an agent of the 
devil,—we are agents of the devil. 
And what real fellowship can those 
have with us,—what fellowship 
ought they to have with us, who 
consider themselves as the agents 
of Christ, and us as Belial’s? If 
we be viewed in this light, and yet 
‘ union” with us be sought, for 
what can it be but to induce us to 
contribute means for our own “de- 
struction?” Dr. Beecher and his 
friends are therefore called upon, 
either to retract their denunciation 
of Arminius, or ingenuously and 
honestly to throw off the mask, 
and denounce us with him. 

The errors usually charged upon 
Arminianism are, that it denies 
(1) original sin :—(2) justification 
by faith :—(3) absolute predesti- 
nation:—(4) the irresistibility of 
divine grace :—and (5) that those 
who have been once believers can- 
not fall from grace and perish. 

The two first charges are wholly 
false. Calvin himself never as- 
serted original sin, or justification 
by faith, in stronger or clearer 
terms than Arminius. With re- 
gard to man’s justification, (a doc- 
trine so all-important, that Luther 
scrupled not to call it “ Articulus 
AT* 
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ecclesia stantis vel cadentis,”) Armi- 
nius, in the celebrated declaration 
of his sentiments before the States 
of Holland and West Friesland, 
after quoting Calvin on this point, 
expressly says,—“ None of our 
divines blames Calvin, or consi- 
ders him to be heterodox on this 
point; yet my opinion is not so 
widely different from his, as to 
prevent me from employing the 
signature of my own hand in sub- 
scribing to those things which he 
has delivered on this subject, in the 
third book of his Institutes ; this I 
am prepared to do at any time, 
and to give them my fuil approval.” 
With this declaration the tenor of 
his writings invariably corresponds. 

With regard to the three other 
charges, they are true. Calvin 
held absolute and unconditional 
election and reprobation. Armi- 
nius maintained them to be condi- 
tional. ‘This single question, which 
involves the other two respecting 
the resistibility of grace and the 
defectibility of believers, is, be- 
éween Calvinism proper and Armi- 
nianism proper, the only true ques- 
tion to be decided. Whether those 
who have once been true believ- 
ers may, nevertheless, make ship- 
wreck of faith, and finally perish, 
Arminius modestly left undeter- 
mined; though he thought there 
were passages of Scripture bear- 
ing this aspect. He had been 
himself originally of the school of 
Geneva; and it is only wonderful 
that in such an age, and in so 
short a time, he had been able to 
emerge so far from the errors and 
prejudices of early education.— 
Those since called by his name 
have net hesitated, as is known, 
to adopt the affirmative. 

In the declaration of his senti- 
ments, above mentioned, Arminius 
says, “I ascribe to grace the com- 
mnencement, the continuance, and the 
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consummation of all good,—and to 
such an extent do I carry its influ- 
ence, that a man, though already 
regenerate, can neither concetve, 
will, nor do, any good at all, nor 
resist any evil templation, without 
this preventing and exciting, this 


following and co-operating grace. 


From this statement it will clearly 
appear, that [ am by no means in- 
jurious or unjust to grace, by at- 
tributing, as is reported of me, too 
much to man’s free will: for the 
whole controversy reduces itself to 
the solution of this question, ‘Is 
the grace of God a certain irre- 
sistible force ?—That is, the con- 
truversy does not relate to those 
actions or operations which may 
be ascribed to grace, (for lacknow- 


ledge and inculcate as many of 


these actions and operations as any 
man ever did,) but it relates solely 
to the mode of operation, whether 
it be irresistible or not: with re- 
spect to which, I believe, accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, that many 
persons resist the Holy Spirit, and 
reject the grace that is offered.” — 
On which passage the English: 
Quarterly Theological Review for 
1825 remarks, ‘We very much 


doubt whether in the writings of 


any reformer, of our own or any 
foreign country, there is to be 
found a statement on this point, 
which tends more to exalt the 
grace of God who giveth salvation, 


and humble the self sufficiency of 


man who is mercifully allowed to 
receive it.” The system of Ar- 
minius, in fact, was the same with 
that which was generally maintain- 
ed in the reformed churches at 
that time, except as it respected 
the doctrine of the absolute decrees 
of election and reprobation, involv- 
ing the subordinate questions of 
the irresistibility of grace, and the 
indefectibility of believers, as above 
mentioned. 
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But the identification of Armi- 
nius with the “ Resources of the 
Adversary,” as eniisting the civil 
arm for the propagation of his sen- 
timents, is the charge of most sin- 
gular effrontery;—in the face of the 
burning of Servetus, under the 
influence of Calvin and his friends ; 
—the murder of Barneveldt on the 
scaffold ;— the condemnation of 
Grotius and Hoogerbrets to per- 
petual imprisonment, from which 
the former escaped only by flying 
into papal France; and in the face 
of the synod of Dort, soon after- 
ward convoked, the result of which 
was, that the Arminians, conde:nn- 
ed as heretics, were excommuni- 
cated, and driven from all offices, 
civil and ecclesiastical ;—their mi- 
nisters were prohibited from preach- 
ing, and their congregations were 
suppressed ;—they were subjected 
to fines, imprisonments, and va- 
rious punishments ; to avoid which 
many of them were obliged to seek 
shelter in exile. And yet Armi- 


‘ nius is represented as the perse- 


cuting agent of the devil!—Poor 
Arminians!—how gladly would 
they have accepted of a bare tole- 
ration, which, in truth, was all that 
either they or their leader desired. 

If there be any fact well esta- 
blished in history, it is that Armi- 
nius was no persecutor, but a most 


‘decided friend and advocate of uni- 


versal toleration. It was one of 
his fundamental principles that we 
are accountable to God alone for 
our religious sentiments, and that 
no man can be justly punished by 
the magistrate for erroneous opi- 
nions, while he makes no attempts 
to disturb the peace and order of 
civil society. His personal cha- 
racter was irreproachable ; and no 
man of his age was more distin- 
guished for amiable manners, can- 
dour, modesty, and inflexible in- 
tegrity. This is the character given 
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of him by Dr. Aikin, in his Genera! 
Biography. 

Dr. Clarke, in his Bibliogra- 
phical Dictionary, says, Arminius 
‘lived a most exemplary life, hated 
and persecuted by the Gomoristic 
[Calvinistic] party, because he 
taught and demonstrated ‘ that the 
God of mercy willed the salvation 
of all men.’ ” 

Collier, the ecclesiastical histo- 
rian, says, ‘* The Calvinians dis- 
pleased with his preferment [when 
chosen divinity professor at Ley- 
den] charged him with several 
heterodoxies, and preferred an in- 
formation against him to the States. 
[‘* The civil arm.” | The business 
was heard at the Hague. Armi- 
nius was acquitted, and sent to 
Leyden with a strong recommend- 
ation from the church of Amster- 
dam.” 

The Edinburgh Encyclopedia 
says, “ By all, except the bigoted 
few, who are so much attached to 
the doctrines of election and repro- 
bation, as to think a belief in them 
necessary to salvation, Arminius 
has ever been regarded as a man 
of unaffected piety, and upright 
conduct, of principles and of cha- 
racter that were truly Christian, 
and fully justified the hopes of 
immortality which supported him 
through lite, and consoled him at 
death.” 

‘* What could any ono desire,” 
(says Episcopius,) ‘that was more 
open, candid, and nervous, than 
the declaration of Arminius before 
the States of Holland? I wish 
his adversaries had, with equal 
candour, declared their sentiments 
on reprobation, at the Hague Con- 
ference, and at the Synod of 
LDort !?—Is it not remarkable that 
the same studious concealment of 
that “left leg” of Calvinism, (re- 
probation, ) should still exist among 
those who hold it as a leading, if 
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not an essential, truth of the 
gospel ? 

Perhaps John Goodwin can ex- 
plain this mystery.—‘* The neces- 
sity and power of those doctrines” 
(says Goodwin) “ nicknamed Ar- 
minian, is so great for promoting 
the affairs of Christianity, that even 
those persons themselves who get 
a good part of their subsistence in 
the world by decrying them, and 
declaiming against them, are not 
able to carry on their work of 
preaching with any tolerable satis- 
faction to those that hear them, 
without employing and asserting 
them very frequently. Yea, the 
truth is, that the grounds and prin- 
ciples of the Remonstrant [ Armi- 
nian] faith (for so we have been 
and are unhappily constrained to 
distinguish them) are, as it were, 
some of the choicest and most use- 
ful implements or tools, with which 
they work upon their art whereby 
they get their living.” 

Dr. Thomas Pierce, to the same 
effect, and most apropos at the 
present time, says, *‘ Mr. and 
his masters have fastened the name 
of Arminianism upon so many very 
good and very necessary doctrines, 
that some of the wisest of their own 
party have been heard to say, 
‘That when all comes to all, if 
they intend to preach to the people 
so as to do them any good, they 
must.preach Arminianism do what 
they can.’ ”* 

Dr. Christopher Potter says, “I 
neither am, nor ever will be, Armi- 
nian: I love Calvin very well; 
and, [ must tell you, I cannot hate 
Arminius: and, for my part, I am 
verily persuaded, that these two 
are now, where they agree well, in 
the kingdom of heaven; whilst 
some of their passionate disciples 


* A * practical’ illustration of this 
fact may be seen in the Christian Ad- 
vocate and Journal, No. 114, page 1, 
in an excellent article signed f. Ss. 
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are so eagerly brawling here on 
earth. I should honour truth, if I 
heard it out of the pope’s mouth, 
or the devil’s: nor can I believe a 
falsity, though published by an an- 
gel. For my life, 1 cannot obtain 
of my conscience to declaim, and 
revile, and cry down an opinion, 
when [| cannot see any solid satis- 
fying answer to many contrary 
scriptures and reasons. 


‘“ For some years in my youth, 
when I was most ignorant, I was 
most confident ; before I knew the 
true state or any grounds of those 
questions, I could peremptorily 
resolve them all: and, upon every 
occasion, ia the very pulpit, I was 
girding and railing upon these new 
heretics, the Arminians; and I 
could not find words enough to de- 
cipher the folly and absurdity of 
their doctrine ; especially I abhor- 
red them as yenemous enemies of 
the precious grace of God, whereof 
I ever was, and ever will be, most 
jealous and tender, as I am most 
obliged, holding all I am, or have, 
or hape for, by that glorious grace. 
Yet all this while I took upon trust 
all this that I talked; and knew 
not what they said or thought, but 
by relation from others, and from 
their enemies. And because my 
conscience in secret would often 
tell me, that railing would not 
carry it in matters of religion, with 
reason and divine authority; I be- 
took myself seriously and earnest- 
ly to peruse the writings of both 
parties, and to observe and balance 
the scriptures produced for both 
opinions. But my aim in this in- 
quiry was, not to inform myself 
whether [of the two] held the 
truth, but the better to fortify our 
tenets against their cavils and sub- 
tleties. Though, I must confess, 
I much favoured my own side, and 
read what was written against it 
with exceeding indignation, espe- 


























cially when I was pinched and 
found many objections to which I 
could find no answers.* Yet, in 
spite of my judgment, my con- 
science stood as it could; and still 
multiplying my prayers, and recur- 
ring to my oracle, [the word of 
God, | I repelled such thoughts as 
temptations. Well, in this per- 
plexity I went on, and first ob- 
served the judgments of this age 
since the Reformation ; and here I 
found, in the very Harmony of our 
Confessions, some little discord in 
these opinions, but generally and 
the most part of our reformed 
churches favouring the Remon- 
strants: [ Arminians:] and, among 
particular writers, many here dif- 
fering in judgments, though nearly 
linked in affection, and all of them 
eminent for learning and piety; 
and, being all busied against the 
common adversary, the church of 
Rome, these little differences a- 
mong themselves were wisely ne- 
glected and concealed. At length, 
some of our own gave occasion, I 
fear, to these intestine and woful 
wars, letting fall some speeches 
very scandalous, and which cannot 
be maintained. The late Arminians 
often protest deeply before God 
Almighty, that, out of mere ten- 
derness of conscience and zeal to 
piety and God’s glory, they de- 
sired a moderation in some rigor- 
ous opinions, but, however, @ mu- 
tual toleration of one another's 
errors and infirmiiies, still keeping 
the ligament of Christian commu- 
mon inviolable. But principally, 
next after the Bible, they insist 
with great boldness upon their ap- 
peal to venerable antiquity, which 


* This fine account of the progress 
of truth on an ingenuous and accom- 
plished mind, that adhered long and 
tenaciously to its old Calvinistic no- 
tions and partialities, is worthy of the 
great man who wrote it. 
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they challenge entirely to side with 
them: all the Greek and Latin 
doctors, for six hundred years after 
the apostles, having expressly de- 
clared themselves against us, and 
many of them in whole treatises 
of purpose. I must confess, these 
reasons have convicted me, not so 
far as absolutely to yield to them, 
or to take part with them in any 
faction, but so far as not rashly to 
censure, damn, or anathematize 
them, till I can see their preten- 
sions voided: but I was specially 
nettled with this confident appeal 
to antiquity. Upon this occasion, 
I betook myself to notes and ex- 
ceptions ; and, in truth, found no- 
thing in them that favoured those 
opinions that I favoured; I ob- 
served many shrewd and pertinent 
passages alleged by the Armini- 
ans, even out of St. Augustine and 
Prosper, and, upon trial, found 
their quotations very faithful.”—- 
Letier to Mr. Vicars. 

Tindall, in his Continuation of 
Rapin’s History, says, “‘ The pre- 
destinarian party, who were most 
prevalent, [in Holland, ] grew out- 
rageous at the progress of the 
Arminian doctrines, and called 
the authors of them ‘ Devils’ and 
‘Plagues,’ animating the magis- 
trates to extirpate and destroy them, 
and utterly refusing to enter into 
any treaty of reconciliation.” 

Walton, in his Life of Sir Henry 
Wotton, who did not agree with 
Arminius, says, “To one that 
spake bitter words against Armi- 
nius, [ heard him (Sir Henry Wot- 
ton) reply to this purpose,—‘ In 
my travel toward Venice, I rested 
almost a year at Leyden, where I 
entered into an acquaintance with 
Arminius, then professor of divinity 
in that university.—And, if I mis- 
take not Arminius in his expres- 
sions, (as so weak a brain as mine 
is may easily do,) then I know I 
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differ from him in some points; 
yet I profess my judgment of him 
to be—that he was a man of most 
rare learning ; and I knew him to 
be of a most strict life, and of a 
most meek spirit.” 

By this time we trust we have 
adduced sufficient evidence that 
Arminius was no such monster as 
some have represented him, and 
that his name stands undeservedly 
blotted in certain rolls of incessant 
obloquy. 

It remains to be seen whether 
the National Preacher and Dr. 
Beecher will sustain or retract their 
classification of Arminius. If they 
do not one or the other, we cannot 
but regard them as faise witnesses 
agamst an eminently learned and 
pious gospel minister, who adorn- 
ed his profession in life and in 
death ; and who, we hope, with 
Calvin, and Beza, and Luther, and 
Fletcher, and Wesley, through the 
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alone merit of that precious blood 
of atonement in which they all 
trusted, is now with God and an- 
gels, 


Note. They who seek equity should 
do equity. In our last number it was 
stated that a minister of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, after having 
been solicited to be a ‘contributor’ 
to the National Preacher, did furnish 
a sermon, ‘but it was not inserted, 
because the editor objected to some 
of his doctrines.” We have since been 
informed that the editor of the Na- 
tional Preacher conceives that the 
author of the sermon, from whom our 
information was obtained, misappre- 
hended his reasons for not inserting 
it:—and that he declined inserting it 
not on account of any doctrines which 
it contained, but for reasons which 
have since been explained satisfac- 
torily to the author. 

Will equity now be done to 4rmi- 
nius? That he is dead, and not able 
personally to demand it, cannot, witb 
truly Christian and honourable men, 
be considered a good reason why i! 
should be refused. 





For the Methodist Magazine. 
MOTHER OF A CAFFRE CHIEF. 


Dear BretuRen,—In the num- 
ber of your Magazine for this 
month, at page 436, in the account 
of the Caffraria mission, allusion 
is made by one of the chiefs to a 
woman, mother to the chief Dapa. 
This lady was one of a number of 
persons coming from the East In- 
dies in the Grosvenor East [ndia- 
man, who, as the Caffres state, 
were wrecked on their coast on 
the 4th August, 1784. The dis- 
tressing and deeply interesting ac- 
count of this awful providence is 
contained in the Arminian Maga- 
zine for 1797. About seventy of 
the Grosvenor’s company fell inte 
the hands of the natives, or died on 
their way in attempting to reach 
the Cape of Good Hope over land; 
which, after enduring unparalleled 





sufferings, only four or five ac- 
complished. 
their first coming to a Dutch set- 
tlement on the 29th November, 
and seeing and conversing with 
one of the inhabitants, is remark- 
able. One of the men laughed ; 
another cried; a third danced; 
and every faculty seemed to be in 
a state of violent agitation. They 
were then nearly 400 miles from 
the Cape. The account of the 
behaviour of the Dutch govern- 
ment there, on this occasion, is 
highly creditable to them. ‘They 
treated these few survivors in the 
kindest manner, and sent out a 
large detachment of soldiers, 100 
Europeans and 300 Hottentots, 
who spent three months in search- 
ing for the crew and passengers. 


The description of 
































soe. 

















But being much annoyed them- 
selves by the natives, they were 
obliged to return, after recovering 
four white men sailors, seven 
Lascars, and two black women. 
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The original number in all was 
near ninety. 
A SvusscrIBer. 
New-York, Nov. 
4, 1828. 


WARD’S LETTERS. 


Tue author of the Letters from 
which the following extracts were 
quoted by Dr. Gray, (a Presbyte- 
rian minister,) was himself a Bap- 
tist missionary to India. 

‘‘T have been much gratified in 
my visit to America, to find that 
the Methodists have contributed 
so largely to make the wilderness 
rejoice and blossom as the rose.” 

“A Baptist church practising 


open or Chrisiian communion I 


found not, (in the states I visited, ) 
and one or two ministers did not 


hesitate to avow that they did not 
consider pedobaptists as in the 
pale of the visible church!!! Is it 
not beyond all expression strange 
that the people who still complain 
so loudly that the Baptists were 
imprisoned and flogged at Boston, 
should themselves act on a senti- 
ment so utterly contrary to Chris- 
tian forbearance and charity.” 
Ward's Farewell Letters, as 


quoted in Dr. Gray's Review, 
No. 1, P- 22-245. 





BUONAPARTE’S DESCRIPTION OF THE BURNING OF MOSCOW. 


‘““It was the spectacle of a sea 
and billows of fire; a sky and 
clouds of flame ; mountains of red 
rolling flames, like immense waves 
of the sea, alternately bursting 
forth and elevating themselves to 
skies of fire ; and then sinking into 
the ocean of the flame below. O 
it was the most grand, the most 


sublime, and the most terrific sight 
the world ever beheld.” 

What a spectacle then will that 
be when the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise,—the ele- 
ments shall melt with fervent heat, 
and the earth, and the works that 
are therein, shall be burned up! 





CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS. 


Tue following article is copied 
from the Columbian Star, a Bap- 
tist paper published in Philadel- 
phia :— 

‘¢ What a calculation!—A mis- 
sionary paper published by Jere- 
miah Evarts, Esq., at Boston, 
gives the following view of reli- 
gious denominations. We take 
the statement from the Christian 


Secretary. 
Presbyterians, 4,800,000 
Independents, 3,800,000 


Methodists, 1,500,000 
Quakers, 200,000 
Mennonites, 200,000 
Baptists, 76,000 
Unitarians, 60,000 
Swedenborgians, 36,000 


‘* We are Sadly distanced if this 
statement be true. But instead of 
70,000 Baptists in the world, we 
shall probably find ten times that 
number. We submit the following 
table founded upon data generally 
correct :— 
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Number of Baptists in the world : 
United States about 200,000 
Great Britain and 

Wales about 
All other parts of 
the world about 





70,000 
100,000 


370,000 

‘This calculation includes ac- 
tual communicants. But to make 
out a statement that shall proceed 
upon the same principles with that 
of the Presbyterians and Inde- 
pendents, we must reckon not the 
communicants ouly, but all persons 
holding Baptist sentiments. Al- 
lowing only five adherents for each 
communicant, we have 1,850,000. 
This will not be found very far 
from truth. But whence did the 
Presbyterians obtain almost FIVE 
MILLIONS 2” 

We may add, On what principle 
have the Methodists been set down 
at 1,500,000? If actual commu- 
nicants be meant, it is much above 
the truth. If adherents of our doc- 
irines and congregations be meant, 
at the rate of five for each commu- 
nicant, as estiinated by the editor 
of the Star, it is much below it. 
At that rate, which is sufficiently 
low, about four millions would be 
a more correct calculation. That 
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our Presbyterian brethren number 
more, we are very incredulous. We 
think it, however, vastly more im- 
portant to endeavour to excel in 
ali holiness, experimental and prac- 
tical; to learn of Him who was 
meek and lowly in heart; and to 
be able to rejoice in this excel- 
lence in others. We are not sure 
that we may not of late, in this 
country at least, have been out- 
stripped by our brethren of some 
other denominations, in their libe- 
rality and zeal in the Bible, Sunday 
school, tract, and missionary cause. 
If our comparative means be con- 
sidered, perhaps not. Yet we must 
admit that there is room for search- 


ings of heart among us concerning 


this, and to ask ourselves indivt- 
dually ** What do we more than 
others?” It was once a branch of 
our glorying in the Lord, that, by 
our Zeal, very many others were 
provoked. If they have been pro- 
voked even to excel us, we ought 
to rejoice; yet, if we ‘let bro- 
therly love continue,” and main- 
tain the strife in a truly Christian 
spint, the emulation more abun- 
dantly to glorify cur heavenly Fa- 
ther by bringing forth more fruit, 
is holy and sublime. 


THE LIGHT OF NATURE. 


“THe celebrated Mr. Hume 
wrote an essay on the sufficiency 
of the light of nature; and the no 
less celebrated Dr. Robertson wrote 
on the necessity of revelation and 
the insufficiency of the light of na- 
ture. Hume came one evening to 
visit Robertson, and the evening 
was spent on this subject. The 
friends of both were present, and 
it is said that Robertson reasoned 
with unaccustomed clearness and 
power. Whether Hume was con- 


vinced by his reasoning or not, we 
cannot te!l, but, at any rate, he did 
not acknowledge his conviction. 
Hume was very much of a gentle- 
man, and as he rose to depart, 
bowed politely to those in the 
room, while as he retired through 
the door, Robertson took the light 
to show him the way. Hume was 
still facing the door: “O sir,” 
said he, ‘I find the light of nature 
always sufficient ;” and continued, 
‘Pray don’t trouble yourself, sir,” 









































and so he bowed on. The street 
door was opened, and presently as 
he bowed along in the entry, he 
stumbled over something conceal- 
ed, and pitched down the stairs into 
the street. Robertson ran after 
him with the light, and as he held 
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it over him, whispered softly and 
very cunningly, ‘ You had better 
have a little light from above, friend 
Hume.’ And raising him up, he 
bid him good night, and returned 
to his friends.” 





WORKS OF 


Tue works of James Arminius, 
D.D. formeriy professor of divinity 
in the university of Leyden: trans- 
lated from the Latin. To which 
are added Brandt’s Life of the au- 
thor, with considerable augmenta- 
tions; numerous extracts from his 
private letters ; a copious and au- 
thentic account of the Synod of 
Dort and its proceedings; and se- 
veral interesting notices of the 
progress of his. theo! ogical opi- 
nions in Great Britain and on the 
Continent. By James Nichols, 
author of “ Calvinism and Armi- 
nianism compared in their princi- 
ciples and tendency.” 

The first volume of the above 
English edition of Arminius’s 
works was published in London 
in 1825. It is a thick octavo, of 
742 pages, with numerous notes, 
well printed, and containing a fine 
portrait of Arminius. Price, im 
England, sixteen shillings  ster- 
ling, in boards. The cost of im- 
ported copies, including duties, 
would probably be about $5 per 
volume. The work is to be com- 
pleted in two additional volumes, 
which have been advertised at the 


ARMINIUS. 


same price. 
lished 

The first volume is now before 
us, and has aided us much in the 
article on Arminianism in our pre- 
sent number. We congratulate 
our transatlantic brethren on being 
favoured with the means of an ac- 
curate and exact acquaintance with 
genuine Arminianism, through the 
works of Arminius himself, in an 
English dress. A similar favour 
we hope, at some future day, may 
be conferred on the American 
public, and possibly from our own 
press. 

Among the patrons of the Eng- 
lish edition we find the names of 
the dukes of Ciarence, and Sus- 
sex :—The archbishops of Canter- 
bury, and York :—The bishops ot 
London, Chester, Bristol, Lime- 
rick, Ely, Norwich, Lincoln, Litch- 
field and Coventry, St. Davids, Ox- 
ford, Carlisle, and Rochester -—- 
The deans of Peterborough, and 
Ardagh :——The archdeacons of 
Cleveland, Stow, Colchester, Car- 
dijan, and Canterbury; with those 
of many others of eminence, in 
both church and state. 


The second is pub- 





PIN MANUFACTURE. 


Ir is stated in a late scientific 
journal, that it has been ascertain- 
ed from incontrovertible sources 
of information, that more than fif- 
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teen millions of pins are daily 
manufactured in England, to meet 
the demand for home consumption 
and the foreign markets. 
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RELIGIOUS AND MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE: 
—i>— 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Speeches delivered at the twenty-fourth anniversary of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, on Wednesday, May 7, 1828. 


(Concluded from page 433.) 


Rev. Dantrex Wixtson.—In pre- 
senting myself before your lordship 
and this meeting, I am sure I may an- 
ticipate the feelings of charity and joy 
with which the message I have to deli- 
ver will be received. Iam entrusted 
with a message from the general 
assembly of the Bible Society of Paris. 
I was present at the annual meeting 
a few days since, and was charged, by 
the Admiral Count Ver-Huell, peer 
of France, the president, to convey to 
this society the assurances of undimi- 
nished admiration and gratitude. The 
admiral was supported on this occa- 
sion by the Baron Cuvier, and many 
other distinguished persons among the 
French nobility and gentry. The 
Protestant pastors from every part of 
France also surrounded the noble 
chairman : several of whom were pre- 
sidents of consistories. One feeling 
animated the whole assembly,—that 
of devotion to the great cause of cir- 
culating the Holy Scriptures, and of 
affection towards the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society. 

It was the first time I had attended 
the annual meeting of any religious 
society in France; andI can state, with 
sincere pleasure, that the spirit of un- 
affected piety.—of simple regard to the 
one great object of diffusing the word 
of God,—a sense of the infinite impor- 
tance of religion to man—of its infi- 
nite importance to societies and indi- 
viduals,—of its direct influence on the 
happiness and peace of nations,—in a 
word, of the infinite importance of 
revelation as communicating pardon 
and salvation, in the person and grace 
of a divine Saviour, to a fallen and sin- 
ful world,—this spirit pervaded, in a 
great measure, the addresses delivered 
on that occasion. I can truly say, that 
some of the speeches did not yield, in 
point of scriptural light and truth,—I 
mean, in an avowal of the great and 
cardinal truths of the gospel of our 
blessed Redeemer,—to any of the ad- 
dresses which your lordship and this 
meeting have had the pleasure of hear- 
ing this day. I was present only as 


ap individual, and beg to separate 
myself, in all that I am about to say, 
from any thing of an efficial character, 
which may involve, in the slightest 
degree, the committee of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society : but, as an 
individual, I report honestly what I 
observed ; ard I know too well the 
hearts of a British audience, not to be 
assured that the statements I am mak- 
ing will fill them with the purest 
delight. It is indeed delightful to con- 
sider, that a revival of true religion is 
rapidly proceeding in France. I saw 
several symptoms, which could not be 
misunderstood, of the increase of reli- 
gious feeling generally among our 
French Protestant brethren. Yes, 
my lord, there is not only in England 
and America, and other countries, but 
in France also, a religious movement, 
—an apparent influence of the grace 
and blessing of God,—making its way 
gradually among all classes of persons, 
and likely to produce results of no 
small moment. Permit me to mention 
a proof or two of this. The pastors 
united for private instruction and 
prayer, during the intervals which the 
various public assemblies allowed. I 
was present at four or five of these 
private meetings ; where the whole 
conversation, the whole intercourse, 
all the observations, tended to promote 
spiritual religion, to exalt the blessed 
Saviour, to animate to the discharge 
of duty, and to draw closer the bonds 
of Christian love. This one circum- 
stance is a pledge of the divine bless- 
ing. 
iin the Bible Society at Paris is 
beginning to be surrounded by those 
other religious and benevolent efforts 
which attend it in this country: it be- 
gins to be the centre of charitable 
activity. There is scarcely a design 
for the good of mankind which is not 
taking root in Paris, and spreading 
through the departments. The love 
of the Bible, and of the Saviour whom 
the Bible reveals, is producing its na- 
tural and most beneficial effects, 
And who, that knows the situation 
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of France twenty years since, does not 
rejoice and bless God for such a 
change? The French Protestants are 
a small minority ; perhaps not more 
than one in thirty of the whole popu- 
lation. Infidelity and skepticism, and 
departures from the fundamental 
truths of Christianity, had too much 
infested many of them. I saw myself 
some who professed themselves to be 
Protestants, but who, upon convers- 
ing with them, L found filled with 
doubts. and more than doubts, upon 
the truth of Christianity itself. To 
see, then, our fellow Protestants re- 
turn to the faith and love of the Holy 
Scriptures,—to see religious societies 
multiply,—to see the young ministers 
animated with pure zeal for the pro- 
pagation of the gospel,—is surely the 
dawn of a better day, and is no small 
cause of sincere congratulation and 
ov. 

: There was another circumstance | 
observed, which appears to me to be 
of great moment. The public taste 
in France, generally, seems more in- 
clining towards Christianity. The 
popular infidel writers are losing 
ground: Voltaire and Rousseau are 
less thought of. I had an opportunity 
of attending some of the lectures de- 
livered at Sorbonne, in the Academy 
of France, by the most distinguished 
scholars.and philosophers of Paris. On 
one occasion there were perhaps 1800 
youths assembled: I heard the pro- 
fessor make an avowal of his belief in 
Christianity : I heard him ascribe to 
Christianity the civilization of man- 
kind: I heard him assert the immate- 
riality of the soul. Ido not mean to 
say that these avowals were so full as 
I could have desired, or that many 
things were not said which I could have 
wished omitted ; but I mention it, asa 
symptom of improvement which I am 
sure every Englishman will know how 
to estimate, when he recollects the 
materialism and skepticism which have 
pervaded the French schools for so 
many years. I was present at another 
lecture, where the attendance was 
equally numerous, (and not of a select 
auditory like the present, but of the 
most indiscriminate kind,) where tke 
professor exposed the skepticism and 
coldness of heart of our Hume, and 
pointed out distinctly how a regard to 
religion and a love to the institutions 
of his country would have improved 
and elevated his history. The same 
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professor, in a preceding lecture, con- 
trasted the smypathy produced by our 
English moral writers, who recognised 
the Christian religion and wrought it 
into the characters they described, 
with that which Voltaire attempted to 
raise on the principles of infidelity. 1 
am not intending to say, that every 
thing was stated by these professors 
which I could have wished ; far, very 
far from it: but I mention these things 
as symptoms of that revival of religious 
feeling which I am persuaded is going 
on io France. 

In such circumstances, the opera- 
tions of the Bible Society are of incon- 
ceivable importance. The good that 
may be produced by the 14,000 Bibles 
and Testaments circulated by the Pa- 
ris Society, and the 50 or 60,000 issued 
through the means of individual agents 
in France during the last year, is more 
than we can imagine. The public 
miud in France is turning towards re- 
ligion: the Roman Catholics are begin- 
ning to examine: the influence of the 
priests decreases daily. The pure 
word of God is the most powerful and 
peaceful instrument of effecting the 
conversion of men. 

In short, my lord, the impression I 
received of the present state of reli- 
gion in France was such as to encour- 
age me to hope for the greatest results 
from the operations of the Bible Soci- 
ety. The position of that great king- 
dom, the genius and vivacity of its 
population, its influence over every 
part of the Continent, the growing 
spirit of religious inquiry which is dif- 
fusing itself in every part, all lead me 
to anticipate bright days of holiness 
and truth. The number of actual 
conversions among individuals, and 
the spirit of humility and devotion 
which pervades their religious meet- 
ings, are pledges of the divine grace 
and blessing. We have only to aid 
them, in the temper of kindness and 
fraternal affection which is the char- 
acteristic of the Bible Society, in order 
to see the glorious things which the 
mercy of God may again, after two 
centuries, pour down upon France. 

Rev. W. Orme.— My lord; The re- 
solution which | have the honour to 
propose, does not require to be sup- 
ported by any argument; for I am 
sure we must be all of one opinion, 
that whoever are entitled to the thanks 
of the meeting, the treasurer, secre- 
taries, and committee, are especially 













































































































































































































472 


so. They are the labourers, and we 
enjoy the benefit of theirindustry On 
occasions like this, I am reminded by 
this motion, and by the transactions of 
the day, of aremark made by the cele- 
brated John Hales, of Eton, respect- 
ing the Synod of Dort, which he 
attended in an official capacity; that 
‘* All business of importance was trans- 
acted in private sessions; and what 
was done in public, was merely for 
show and entertainment.” We do 
not meet for show; but we certainly 
meet for entertainment on such occa- 
sions as these; I mean, entertainment 
of the best kind, of the highest order 
which we are ever likely to enjoy on 
this side that blessed eternity to which 
we are all looking forward. But 
while we are thus engaged, enjoying 
the entertainment, we should not for- 
get those who, in private sessions, 
have been providing it for us. Of the 
honourable treasurer of the seciety I 
will not presume to speak; the name 
which he bears is a sufficient passport 
to the acclamations of this society, 
whenever its friends come together. 
I rejoice to see my respected friend, 
the junior secretary ; (for such he will 
allow me to call him;) and I hope he 
will be long spared to labour among 
us. I trust that my reverend friend 
also, who is one of the fathers of the 
society, will for many vears continue 
to adorn it with his mild virtues, and 
to assist in conducting its important 
operations. The resolution which I 
propose refers also to the conduct of 
the committee, in conforinity with the 
regulations adopted at the last two 
anniversaries: but I will not presume 
to advert to the circumstances which 
occasioned those regulations for a sin- 
gle moment, farther than to offer up 
my sincere and most fervent prayers, 
(in which I am sure I shall be joined 
by every individual in the assembly,) 
that they may prove to be among the 
things which work together for good 
“to the cause of God; and that the di- 
vine word, notwithstanding these un- 
toward circumstances, may have free 
course, run, and be glorified. I feel 
that I am called upon, on the present 
occasion, to discharge a very pleasing 
duty, which is one of the chief reasons 
that induced me to take any part in 
the proceedings of this morning, I 


have a debt of gratitude to discharge - 


to this society on the part uf a kindred 
institution, in the management of 
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whose affairs I beara part. The Lon- 
don Missionary society has been refer- 


‘red toin the report; and the society 


begs, through the humble individual 
now addressing you, to tender its 
thanks for the cordial aid afforded to 
it in carrying on its great and glori- 
ous operations. The time was, when 
Eusebius, the father of Ecclesiastical 
History. pronounced a eulogy on the 
Christian emperor for the raunificent 
donation of fifty copies of church books 
to the churches of Constantinople. 
These books contained only those parts 
of the sacred volume which were 
deemed suitable and likely to be use- 
ful to the church. Under the par- 
ticular circumstances of those times, 
they were indeed a royal and munifi- 
cent gift: they were required to be 
written on parchment ; and two wag- 
gons were prepared for the express 
purpose of carrying them to the re- 
spective churches. J have the honour 
to acknowledge a far more splendid 
gift than it was in the power of Con- 
stantine, or in the power of all the re- 
sources which then belonged to the 
Roman empire, to confer upon the 
churches of Christ. I have to acknow- 
ledge the munificent gift to the Lon- 
don Missionary society, for the use of 
their various stations in the different 
quarters of the world, of 980 Bibies, 
and 5400 Testaments; in all, 6380 
copies of the word of God, granted to 
them during the preceding year. 
When I saw the wagons bringing those 
boxes and bales of Bibles, | could not 


. but recall te my miad the fact to which 


I have adverted; and felt constrained 
to lift up my heart and bless God that 
my eyes had seen and ears had heard 
those things that kings and inspired 
prophets of old were not permitted to 
enjoy. While I tender their thanks 
for this kind and munificent donation, 
it will, perhaps, not be out of place if 
I advert to what might be called the 
claims of such kindred institutions 
upon the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. Those institutions furnished 
the latter with translators, and con- 
tinue to furnish some of its best and 
most active distributors: and while 
they do so, they will naturally expect, 
in return, it will continue liberally to 
assist them in promoting the great ob- 
ject in view. While I advert to these 
various institutions, I trust, we are all 
united together under the influence of 
the best and holiest of principles; that 
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we are all pursuing our respective 
spheres of labour in the exercise of 
that conscientious regard to our seve- 
ral constitutions which I trust we shall 
ever continue to maintain. I feel dis- 
pero to apply to these institutions that 

eautiful passage which I have been 
privileged to hear illustrated in the 
most perfect harmony with its spirit, 
by the right reverend prelate on his 
lordship’s right hand: (the bishop of 
Winchester :) ‘* We, being many, are 
one body in Christ, and every one 
members one of another.” I trust we 
shall long continue to be so; and that 
we shall also feel that the eye cannot 
say unto the hand, ‘I have no need of 
thee:” nor, again, the head to the feet, 
‘*T have no need of you ;” and that we 
shall long continue to exemplify that 
sympathy which the apostle so beauti- 
fully adverted to in the same connex- 
ion, when he said, oras I will say. “If 
one society suffers, all the societies 
suffer likewise; and if one society be 
honoured, all the societies rejoice with 
it.” Reference has been made to the 
Missionary societies: 1 now wish to 
refer to another institution; I allude 
to the society for instructing mankind 
to read the Bible. We have heard, 
from one of the senators of the coun- 
try, that the ‘schoolmaster has gone 
forth: that he is walking abroad in 
the length and breadth of the great 
community of the world:” and while 
he is filling it with his horn books 
and spelling books, we will follow 
close upon his heels, and endeavour to 
fill it with Bibles. Christianity has 
nothing to fear from the advancement 
of knowledge, or the progress of sci- 
ence. The fishermen of Galilee and 
the prophets of Judea have Jong main- 
tained their towering superiority over 
all the philosophers or men of science 
which the world has produced. There 
is not one true principle in their writ- 
ings which is not to be found in the 
sacred Canon; and the ages of science 
and discovery which are yet to come 
will not be more fruitful in this respect 
than the ages that have passed away. 
The Bible Society has nothing to fear 
from the progress of knowledge: no! 
the truths of revelation are adapted to 
every degree of human intellect: they 
are adapted to men of the highest and 
men of the meanest capacity: while 
they condescend to the mental powers 
of the peasant, they tend to elevate 
the most enlarged and the most philo- 





sophic mind. Man, in his present state 
of sin and misery, must ever stand in 
need of the consolation and the hopes 
which the Bible alone can convey ; 
and while he needs this consolation 
and those hopes, there is something in 
his nature upon which this instrument 
can be brought to bear; and which, 
by the divine blessing, may lead to the 
most glorious results. We have heard 
much of the fulfilment of prophecy : 
and who that knows the interests 
which are involved in the fulfilment of 
prophetic word, would desire that the 
sands should run more slowly? We 
have demonstrated around us, that 
God is carrying on with amazing cele- 
rity those plans which shall lead to the 
final accomplishment of his own ar- 
rangements and the diffusion of his 
own glory. We have heard of the in- 
gathering of the Jews: and who that 
reveres the prophetic page does not 
desire that Israel should be gathered 
together? We have heard of the down- 
fall of Babylon: and who does not de- 
sire and pray that Babylon may soon 
fall, never to rise again? We have 
heard of the coming and glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: and who that 
knows him, and feels interested in his 
salvation and glory, is not disposed to 
exclaim, ‘“* Amen! even so, come, 
come, Lord Jesus?” My lord, I deli- 
ver no opinion on these points; they 
are of high, they are of solemn, 1m- 
ortance ; and if we inquire into them 
in soberness of mind, and under the 
teaching of the Spirit, good will result 
from the inquiry, both to the church 
and to the world. At all events, they 
ought not to interfere with the path of 
duty which we are required to pursue. 
Be they near or remote, one thing we 
are called to do, and that we will seck 
after; namely, to fill the earth with 
the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord, to the utmost extent of our 
power: and while we employ all the 
means with which God has furnished 
us, in the exercise of dependance on 
him, we may rest assured that all things 
spoken of in the divine word respect- 
ing the coming of the Redeemer shall 
be fulfilled. We may then most con- 
sistently address the exalted Redeemer 
in the sublime language of our immor- 
tal bard: “‘ Come forth from thy royal 
chamber, O Prince of all the kings of 
the earth! Put on the robes of thine 
imperial majesty. Take to thee that 
unlinionl scugire which thine Almigh- 
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ty Father hath bequeathed Thee: for 
now the voice of thy bride calls Thee, 
and all creatures sigh to be renewed.” 

Rev. E. Burn.— My lord, | rejoice 
in the general appearance of the in- 
creasing success of your noble insti- 
tution, which seems this morning to 
have been visited by deputies from 
almost every part of the world. By 
personal attendance or by reports, 
Greeks, and the dwellers in Mesopo- 
tamia, and men of almost every name, 
and every speech, seem to be present 
to testify that God is about accomplish- 
ing the purposes of his own will, and 
the desigas of his kingdom. How near 
they may be, it dues not become me 
to conjecture. God has given us pre- 
dictions which insure their fulfilment 
io their time; but the times and sea- 
sons seem to be wisely beld in the 
Father's band. And if ] might recom- 
mend an old author, who is well known 
to many of my brethren, and who, on 
the subject of prophecy, is one of the 
surest guides I know, I would venture 
to mention his name humbly and af- 
fectionately to mv younger brethren, 
whose youth may perhaps give them a 
taste for looking into such matters,— 
the author I allude to is Doctor Time. 
I suppose I need not be more partic- 
ular in giving his address. He is an 
author to whom I am greatly disposed 
to refer: and I am inclined to think, 
that, as the great interpreter of pro- 
phecies and providence, the ayent 
whom God himself condescends to 
employ, he will in due time make a 
developement of all we now hope for, 
and in our commendable zeal may de- 
sire to know. 

I have to express the gratification I 
have felt in reference to the report of 
the country which gave me birth, 
which has been represented here by a 
right reverend prelate, whom I the 
more love on account of that relatien- 
ship which exists between us: for 
whatever disparity may exist between 
us in other respects, I stand here on 
the common ground of an Irishman ; 
and I rejoice that that prelate stood on 
your platform this morping to sanction 
your meeting. I cannvut venture to 
express the gratitude I feel to the other 
right reverend prelate [ see here: but 
it has been among the highest gratifi- 
cations of my life, in all my visits to 
London, that I heard the Christian 
doctrine announced by him last Mon- 
day evening in the pulpit: and in the 





sentiments he uttered yesterday, and 
this day, in this place, I concur with 
those who are of opinion, that these 
are the best bulwarks of our church ; 
and I think it will behove us all, in 
addition to our stated prayers for the 
benefit of the church, to entreat God 
to send more such labourers into his 
harvest. I took some little alarm, as 
well as received some little encourage- 
ment, from the report of the Bible 
Institution in America. It certainly 
is matter of heartfelt gratification to 
every friend of religion, to find that 
the spirit is excited there, and is ip 
such active operation; but ] dothink 
it is time for the British and Foreign 
Bible Society to look about them. 
Oae gevtieman has asked very mo- 
destiy for half the world; and the pro- 
bability is, that unless we bestir our- 
selves, unless we proceed with a new 
impulse and with a more general sys- 
tem of furthering the institution, he 
will by and by, ask for three fourths 
of it, and the United States will de- 
clare her independence of Great Bri- 
tain! 

Rey. R. Alder.—My lord, it is with 
extreme diffidence that I rise to ad- 
dress your lordship and this respectable 
assembly. If I were to be influenced 
by my feelings, I should satisfy myself 
with merely seconding the motion : 
but as I have the honour to appear on 
the part of that religious denomination 
with which | have the happiness to be 
connected, and as for nearly twelve 
years I have been connected with 
various auxiliary Bible Societies, in 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince 
Edward’s Island, and Canada, a sense 
of duty urges me to make a few ob- 
servations on the character and tend- 
ency of yqur blessed institution. The 
beneficial tendency of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society has been ex- 
tensively felt in our Colonial posses- 
sions in North America. This is 
binding our possessions to the mother 
country by a moral bond; and will 
contribute more to strengthen the Bri- 
tish empire than any merely human 
exertions whatever. There are seve- 
ral auxiliary and branch societies 
there in active operation: and it af- 
fords me much pleasure to state, that 
the truly respected and gallant noble- 
man who governs there has always 
manifested a deep interest in the pros- 
perity of the Bible cause. At Nova 
Scotia he presided at our anniversary ; 
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and in Canada he has manifested the 
same disposition. This conduct is 
worthy of the representative of the son 
of that ever-to-be-revered monarch 
who expressed a desire that every 
child in his empire should be able to 
read the Bible. It may easily be sup- 
posed, that, in a country where the 
small population is scattered over a 
very extensive territory, the people 
suffer much from want of the public 
means of grace. There are many re- 
mote settlements in our North Ameri- 
can colonies where people do not 
enjoy the means of religion: and, in 
the absence of living ministers, it is of 
great importance that they should pos- 
sess that book which, under the teach- 
ing of the Holy Ghost, can make them 
wise to salvation: and this has been 
done to a considerable extent. Ladies’ 
associations have been formed, which 
have rendered most efficient interest 
to the society. They have appointed 
two ladies to visit each district ; and 
they have succeeded in putting a great 
number of copies of the Scriptures into 
circulation. It is well known to your 
lordship, that the province of Canada 
is chiefly composed of Roman Catho- 
lics. There are not more than 140, 
000 Protestant families in that pro- 
vince; yet the exertions of the Bible 
Society are not confined to Protest- 
ants: the Roman Catholics, in many 
instances, express an ardent desire to 
have copies of the Scriptures; and 
they have been supplied with them, 
and I know they have been of great 
advantage. The gospel of St. John has 
been translated into the Mohawk laa- 
guageand distributed to that tribe; and 
many of them have manifested a desire 
to obtain copies of the Holy Scriptures. 
The large and gratuitous supply of 
Bibles and Testaments, from the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society, sent 
last year for general distribution, and 


for the use of Sunday schools, has been . 


a great blessing; and, as foreign sec- 
retary to the Montreal auxiliary soci- 
ety, it is my duty to express the deep 
sense the friends of the Bible cause in 
that province feel for the assistance 
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thus afforded them. I thank you, m 
lord, on bebalf of that society ; 1 than 
you on behalf of those numerous indi- 
viduals who have been supplied with 
the word of light. life, and salvation ; 
I thank you on behalf of those nume- 
rous and flourishing Sunday schools 
which we have in Upper and Lower 
Canada. And I wish also, on behalf 
of the Missionary society with which 
] am connected, to acknowledge the 
grant of 500 Bibles and 2000 Testa- 
ments to that institution, which have 
been sent to our missionary stations 
in different parts of the world,—to the 
West Indies, to West and South Afri- 
ca, to Asia, and British North Ameri- 
ca. Thus you are sending the water 
of life in various channels throughout 
the world: and the missionaries are 
standing on the banks, and inviting 
the people to come and drink of that 
water freely. I shall not trespass far- 
ther on your time; but only repeat, 
for the various Bible Societies in Bri- 
tish North America, the deep grati- 
tude they feel for the kindness you 
have manifested to them; and the 
grateful acknowledgments of the 
Wesleyan Missionary society, for the 
grant to which I have referred, whose 
more immediate object is to give the 
word of God free circulation. May 
great success attend your labours! 
May your own souls be fed by the 
bread of life which you send to others! 
and, on the great decisive day, may 
vou see thousands rising up to ac. 
knowledge that, under God, they owe 
to you their life, their bliss, their all! 

Lord ‘Teignmouth.—l have only 
once more to return you my thanks 
for the favourable light in which you 
have viewed my services. I cannot, 
however, but notice an observatian of 
ove of our American friends, that I 
ought to esteem it a higher honour to 
be president of this society, than { can 
derive from any other rank or title I 
may hold. I do fully concur in that 
sentiment ; and feel myself honoured 
beyond measure in having been so long 
the president of this society. 










































METHODISM IN AMERICA. 


Some of the remarks in the following communication from the Rev. 
William Capers to the editor of the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine, have 
been anticipated by the recent publication of our General Minutes. The 
letter will nevertheless be interesting to our readers. 


To the Editor of the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 


“In compliance with your request, 
I transmit to you a plain statement re- 
lative to the work of God among the 
Methodists of the United States. 

** As our General Minutes are not 
published before the month of August, 
or September, and the reports of the 
several annual conferences are not 
usually furnished much before that 
time, Iam unable to give you the 
numbers now composing the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church. 

« During the conference year which 
is now just closing, we have been fa- 
voured with more extensive and pow- 
erful revivals than at any former time. 
In the South Carolina Conference 
alone, (including the states of South 
Carolina and Georgia, and part of 
North Carolina and the territory of 
Florida,) it has pleased God to bless 
the labours of the year with an in- 
crease of eight thousand seven hun- 
dredsouls; which, added to the returns 
of the last year, gives a grand total of 
more than fifty-four thousand, as the 
present number of members under the 
care of that single conference. There 
were six other conferences which had 
held their sessions, and published their 
reports, when I left the United States, 
in June last. The increase in these 
conferences, together with that of 
South Carolina, amounted to upwards 
of twenty thousand. We do not ex- 
pect so great an increase in the returns 
of the remaining ten conferences; but 
we think it not unlikely that the in- 
crease of the whole connexion may 
have exceeded thirty thousand; and 
that the present total number of the 
members of the church may be safely 
rated at four hundred and twenty 
thousand.* 


* Since the printing of our General Mi- 
nutes, an error has been discovered, which 
affects the aggregate amount of numbers, and 
of increase, for the year past. It is in the 
Minutes of the Kentucky Conference. The 
aggregate numbers stated for that conference 
are—"* Whites 23,970:—Coloured 3650.” — 
On examination we find that in the above 


‘** It is wonderful indeed to contem- 
plate the rise and progress of this 
mighty work,—begun and carried on, 
as it has been, generally, by instru- 
ments whom the world would never 
have chosen, and in the teeth of ali 
manner of gainsaying and reproach. 

** The first regular Methodist Con- 
ference in America was held at Phila- 
delphia, May, 1773. At that time, there 
were only ten preachers, and eleven 
hundred and sixty members, on the 
entire continent. In 1783, there were 
eighty-two preachers, and thirteen 
thousand seven hundred and forty 
members. During the following ten 
years, the number of itinerant preach- 
ers had increased to two hundred and 
sixty-nine; and the members to sixty- 
seven thousand six hundred and forty- 
three. In 1803, there were three 
hundred and eighty-three itinerant 
preachers, and one hundred and four 
thousand and tweaty members. In 
1813, the numbers were, six hundred 
and twenty-eight itinerant preachers, 
and two hundred and fourteen thou- 


number headed ‘t Whites” in the Minutes, 
the coloured members are included. This is 
a mode of making out the Minutes which the 
secretaries ought never to adopt. In the pre- 
sent instance it has led to a serious mistake, 
which was not discovered till too late for cor- 
rection. The coloured members of that con- 
ference having been twice included in the 
general aggregate, the true numbers and 
ag for the year may be ascertained 
thus: 
Total this year, as stated in the 
General Minutes, 
Deduct for error in the Kentucky 
Conference, 3650 
Ditto in the addition of numbers 
in the New-York Con. 100 


421,105 


3,750 


417,355 

Add for increase in the Canada 
Conference, received since the 
Minutes were printed, 1,083 
418,438 
381,997 


_—_ 


36,441 


Total this year, 
Ditto last year, 


Increase this year, 
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sand three hundred members. In 1823, 
there were twelve hundred and twen- 
ty-six itinerant preachers, and three 
hundred and twelve thousand five hun- 
dred members. And during the last 
five years, an increase of more than 
two hundred preachers, and one hun- 
dred thousand members, gives us the 
present aggregate of about sixteen 
hundred travelling preachers, and four 
hundred and twenty thousand mem- 
bers. 

‘«* There is now no considerable tract 
of country in all the states and terri- 
tories of the Union, to which our min- 
istry has not been extended. And, 
blessed be God, we have never yet 
gone to any people without raising up 
churches among them, and, as we be- 
lieve, winning souls to Christ. For 
many years we have had our greatest 
increase in the southern and western 
states and territories. Following con- 
tinually the first flow of emigration, as 
the settlements extend westwardly 
and south westwardly, we are every 
year widening our borders, and adding 
to the number of our regular circuits. 
Asan example of this, | would observe 
that, six years ago, the South Caroli- 
na Conference extended no farther 
west than to the Ocmulgee river, 
about three hundred miles from 
Charleston. At that time, the acqui- 
sition of Florida from Spain, and of a 
fine tract of fertile country bordering 
on Florida, and the then western set- 
tlements of the state of Georgia, pur- 
chased of the Creek and Seminole 
Indians, having induced numerous 
emigrations thither, six missionaries 
were sent out into that quarter. Dur- 
ing two years only, these faithful men 
formed several circuits, able to support 
a regular itinerant ministry upon the 
usual plan. The new circuits were 
then connected with the old ones, and 
other missions were formed; so that, 
at the present time, we have eight 
regular circuits, and several missious 
which are likely soon to become cir- 
cuits, with an aggregate of more than 
seven thousand membersof the church. 
where, so lately, all was an untried 
wilderness. 

«Our success along the frontier set- 
ments naturally led us to consider the 
wants of the native Indians. Our first 
regular mission among these people 
was undertaken by the Ohio Confer- 
ence, in favour of the W yandot tribe, 
eight years ago. In the following 
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year, the Genesee Conference, began 
the mission to the tribes of Upper 
Canada; and the South Carolina Con- 
ference, its mission among the Creek 
Indians. The mission among the 
Cherokee Indians, was commenced 
by the Tennessce Conference, in the 
year 1822; and those to the Pattawat- 
tamies, by the Missouri Conference, 
and to the Choctaws, by the Missis- 
sippi Conference, in the year 1824. 
We number in our communion, at this 
time, between sixteen and seventeen 
hundred souls of these several tribes ; 
and educate, clothe, feed, and instruct 
in the plainer arts of civilized life, be- 
tween three and four hundred of their 
children. There have been several 
very useful preachers raised up amon 

them: such as Between-the-Logs an 

Manuncue, two principal chiefs of the 
W yandot tribe; Peter Jones; among 
the Canadian Indians; and, Turtle 
Fields, (who is now in our regtlar 
itinerancy,) among the Cherokees. 
Iam happy to add, that the converted 
Indians do not only give conclusive 
evidence of a change of heart, but also 
have, all along. exhibited abundant 
proof of the power of the pure and sim- 
ple doctrines of the cross to tame and 
civilize savage men. As fast as they 
are brought under the power of the 
gospel, the Indians set themselves to 
learn the habits of the whites. They 
build better habitations; cultivate va- 
rious kinds of grain, roots, and plants ; 
change their mode of dress ; keep their 
persons and their dwellings clean ; 
have stated times for family and pri- 
vate worship: observe the holy sab- 
bath; and fulfil, with wonderful pro- 
priety, the various duties of domestic 
life. Iu all these things their spiritual 
guides are diligent to instruct them ; 
carefully impressing on their minds the 
great importance of a change of inan- 
ners, both for their present and eter- 
nal welfare. God bestows the in- 
crease, and our labour is not in vain. 

‘© At our General Conference, in 
May last, the bishops were instructed 
to send out a missionary to the colony 
of Liberia, in Western Africa; and 
also to improve the first providential 
cpening to institute a mission in South 
America. 

*¢ May the time soon come when 
every tribe and people under heaven 
shall hear the gospel, and embrace it, 
from the lips of Wesleyan Methodist 
preachers! and may those preachers 
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always be patterns of good works; 
‘ip trine showing uncorruptness, 
gravity, sincerity, sound speech that 
cannot be condemned ;’ that their la- 
bours may always produce the best 
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fruits, in gi ecte, to the glory and 
praise of God ! 
** WILLIAM CAPERS. 
“ Mighbury Lodge, Islington, 
Aug. 15th 1828.” 


POETRY. 
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From the Amulet. 


MESSIAH’S ADVENT. 


** He came unto his own, and his own received him not,’ John i, 11. 


He came not in his people’s day 

Of miracle and might, 

When awe-struck nations own’d their 
Sway, 

And conquest crown’d each fight ; 
When Nature’s self with wonder saw 
Her ancient power, her boasted law, 

To feeble man give way ;— 

The elements of earth and heaven, 
For Israel stay’d,—for Judah riven! 


Pillar and cloud Jehovah gave, 
High emblems of his grace ; 
And clave the rock, and smote the wave, 
Moved mountains from their place ;— 
But judgment was with mercy blent,— 
In thunder was the promise sent,— 
Fierce lightning veil’d his face ; 
The jealous God,—the burning law,— 
Were all the chosen people saw. 


Behold them,—pilgrim tribes no more,— 
The promised land their own ; 

And blessings theirs of sea and shore, 
To other realms unknown: 


From age to age a favour’d line 
Of mighty kings, and seers divine, 
A temple and a throne: 
Not then, but in their hour of shame, 
Wo, want, and weakness,—then “ He came.”” 


Not in the earthquake’s rending force, 
Not in the blasting fire, 
Not in the strong wind’s rushing course, 
Came He, their soul’s desire ! 
Forerunners of his coming these, 
Proclaiming over earth and seas, 
As Gop, his might and ire :— 
The still, small voice,—the hovering dove, 
Proved him Messiah,—spoke him “* Love !”’ 


Of life the way, of light the spring 
Eternal, undefiled ; 

Redeeiner, Prophet, Priest, and King,— 
Yet caime he as a child! 

And Zion’s favour’d eye grown dim, 

Knew not her promised Lord in Him, 
The lowly and the mild ! 

She saw the manger, and the tree, 

And scornful cried,—‘‘ Can this be He!” 





CHRISTMAS DAY. 


BY BISHOP HEBER. 


O Saviour, whom this holy morn 
ave to our world below ; 
To mortal want and labour born, 
And more than mortal wo! 


Incarnate Word! by every grief, 
By each temptation tried, 

Who lived to yield our ills relief, 
And to redeem us died ! 


If gaily clothed and proudly fed, 
In dangerous wealth we dwell ; 

Remind us of thy manger bed, 
And lowly cottage cell ! 


If press’d by poverty severe, 
In envious want we pine, 

O may thy Spirit whisper near, 
How poor a lot was thine. 


Through fickle fortune’s various scene 
From sin preserve us free! 

Like us thou hast a mourner been, 
May we rejoice with Thee! 
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